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STATEMENT BY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER OF INDIA ON THE 

CIVIL NUCLEAR INITIATIVE 

05/09/2008 

To reiterate India’s stand on disarmament and nonproliferation, EAM has made the following 

statement: 

STATEMENT BY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER OF INDIA ON THE CIVIL NUCLEAR 

INITIATIVE 

A Plenary meeting of the Nuclear Suppliers Group to consider an exception for India from its 

guidelines to allow for full civil nuclear cooperation with India is being held in Vienna from 

September 4 — 5, 2008. 

India has a long-standing and steadfast commitment to universal, non-discriminatory and 
total elimination of nuclear weapons. The vision of a world free of nuclear weapons which 

Shri Rajiv Gandhi put before the UN in 1988 still has universal resonance. 
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elimination of nuclea 
the use or threat o 
Convention prohibiti 
and on their destruct 
of nuclear weapons 

bmitted a Working Paper on Nuclear Disarmament to the UN General 
initiatives on nuclear disarmament. These include the reaffirmation of 
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f use of nuclear weapons; and negotiation of a Nuclear Weapons 
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cable non-proliferation record. We have in place an effective and 
m of national export controls, which has been constantly updated to 
ernational stands. This is manifested in the enactment of the Weapons 
and their Delivery Systems Act in 2005. India has taken the necessary 
ear materials and technology through comprehensive export control 
ugh harmonization and committing to adhere to Missile Technology 
uclear Suppliers Group guidelines. 

source of proliferation of sensitive technologies, including enrichment 
nsfers. We stand for the strengthening of the non-proliferation regime. 
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We support international efforts to limit the spread of ENR equipment or technologies to 
states that do not have them. We will work together with the international community to 
advance our common objective of non-proliferation. In this regard, India is interested in 
participating as a supplier nation, particularly for Thorium-based fuel and in establishment 
of international fuel banks, which also benefit India. 

India places great value on the role played by the IAEA’s nuclear safeguards system. We 
look forward to working with the IAEA in implementing the India-specific Safeguards 
Agreement concluded with the IAEA. In keeping with our commitment to sign and adhere to 
an Additional Protocol with respect to India’s civil nuclear facilities, we are working closely 
with the IAEA to ensure early conclusion of an Additional Protocol to the Safeguards 
Agreement. 

New Delhi 
5th September 2008 
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