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Geachte heer Lindhout,

Op 7 juni 2010 heeft u mij op grand van de Wet openbaarheld van bestuur
(hierna: Wob) verzocht om informatie betreffende de vragen die het Ministerie
van Economische Zaken gesteld heeft aan de Brattle Group in verband met de
rentabiliteit van het plan Gasrotonde.

Op grond van artiket 3, eerste lid, van de Wob kan een ieder een verzoek om
informatie neergelegd in documenten over een bestuurlijke aangelegenheld
richten tot een bestuursorgaan. Artikel 3, vijfde lid, van de Wob bepaait dat een
verzoek om informatie wordt ingewilligd met inachtneming van het bepaalde in
artikelen 10 en 11 van de Wob. Een bestuursorgaan zal het verstrekken van de
gevraagde informatie achterwege kunnen dan wel moeten iaten wanneer ztch een
of meer van de in artlkeien 10 en 11 van de Wob genoemde uitzonderingsgronden
en beperkingen voordoen.

Met inachtneming van de Wob overweeg ik het voigende.

Op mijn ministerie is een stuk aanwezig waarop uw verzoek van toepassing is, te
weten een brief met een offerteaanvraag voor een studie naar de economische
onderboywing van de gasrotonde aan Brattle Group. Dit document wordt
openbaar gemaakt, met dien verstande dat de namen van de betrokken
ambtenaren zijn weggelakt.

Op grand van artikel 10, tweede lid, aanhef en onder e, van de Wob blijft
openbaarmaking van de namen van betrokken ambtenaren namelijk achterwege,
omdat het belang daarvan niet opweegt tegen het belang van de eerbiediging van
de persoonlijke ievenssfeer.

Een kopie van het document is als bijlage bij dit besiuit gevoegd.

De door u gevraagde Informatie is na toezending tevens in te zien op de website
www.rijksoverheid.nl

Ons kenmerk
ETM/EM / 10091703

Uw kenmerk
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Dlrêctoraat-fleneraal voor
Energie, Telecom en Markten
Directie Energiemarkt

Ons kenmerk
EJM/EM / 'i0p.9'l?O3i

De Minister van Economische Zaken,
namens deze:

Tegen dit besluit kan degerièwiéhs belang rèéhtstreéks bij dit besluit is betrokken
binnen 6 weken na de dag: van verzending van dit besluit een gemotiveerd
bezwaarschrift indienen bij; de Minister van Economische Zaken?, directie;
Wetgeving: én Juridische Zekert, ALP L/204, Postbus 20101, 2500 EC's-
Graverihage.
Dit besluit is veREonden pp de ïn de aanhef van déze brief vermelde datum.
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jyünisj^öf Economie Affaire

> P.Ö. Box 20*01 2500 ÉGDen Haag theNetherlands

the Brattië Grpüp Umltèd

Halton House
20-23 H.öïbomi
London ËCiN 23D; United Kiftgdöm

Date - ^ FËB̂  2 0 1 Ü - ~
Re Requeït för an:pffer for ari Economie] study on Outch Gès Sector

pi rector»te General for
Eriergy and Telecom
Energy Market blreetorate

Vlslt aööress
BézüldènhoucsewegiSO
2500 EC Den Ma»g
The NetHeriands

Postal Bddréss
>.Ö.»oxf2ÓiÓÏ
2S00IEC Den Haag
The Netherlands

Bllllng address
P.O. Box IS 180
2S0Ó BD Den Haag
The Nethériand»

T +31 (0)70:379 8911
www.ez.nl

Dealt wlthbv

Dear

I hereby invite ypu to issue an offer for a stüdy Pn the putcl? gós
sector the stüdy shóuld analyse the current situatipn of the sèetor,
contain a SWOT analysis and analyse the ëcónPmic contribution of

• the Gas Hüb stratêgy as intendeq: by the Minister of Economie Affairs.

Origin and background

Rècently the Minister of Economie Affairs ofthe Nétheriandsv Maria
van deriHoejvem sent arötibhal paper fó;ihè^ Höüséof
Representatives règardihg the Netiiejlands as. Sas Hub for Northwest
Êürope, The paper is enclosed in English.

The Nederlands has rich resources of natural gas at.its dispp§al.
Almpst as a matter of cöürsë, öür country (las becpme a major user of
gas as wel) as .an irjriportant supplier of gas in NPrthwëst Eüfobê.

The govërnment realizes that the important role of the Nètherfands in
the Northwest Euröpèan gas rriarket ••cann.pt be taken for granted iri the
fütürè. The Netherlands wants to mairitain this positibh Öespfo? the
diminisbirig dpme t̂icpróducAipnainjÉi tbefactthat itwil) becoroea nét
impörter ^róund i2025. Ihe cabiriet's ambitïon for the Netherlands is tp
take on a pivotal posltibn iri thé international gas/strearOj aridtp
become the distributon centre of the Northwest European rnark^t

The <3as Hub Stratêgy is an important part of the effortsöf the Dutch
gpvernmerit to ensure secürity iri eriérgy supply and to create
ecoriomic;oppórtunities in. and putside Jhö, gas sector. Iri the
gpyernments vjsión thïs Wöüld aisp stréngthen the hpme market,

Ourref.
CT/EM / 10031417

Ypurref..
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Dlrectorate General lor
Energy and Telecom
Energy Martcet Dlrectorate

because ah increasïng nurribenof playérs ihcreases the chöice for end
usërs the: govemments believés that the stfatègy vvill create
thüusands of jobs on an annual basis and provide substantial, positive
spin-öff effecte in terrnsof inrtovation and economie aetivities;.

In the same papera number of cöropetitjve advantages are mentionèd
tbatthe NetHerÜahds has and ftat rhay allow itto play a pivötal role in
the Northwest Europèari 6as Hüb, This, howevér. will require majbr
investmeht? réiated to these Jhrêê néëds:

1. The need för more transport,capacity:
» Major ïnvestment wijl be requirëd in ,the cpmibej years to

expaod thè gas transport netwörk.
. The dernahd för nationai; and crbss-ibörder transport capaerty

Will increase as.a resült óf the; increasing need fop imported
gas, the furtfoer intemationalizatiön of the gas markét and the
riseofLNG,

2. The need for flekibilitŷ
• BeGausethé eapabilities of fjexible produetiqn of thè

Netheriandsjarè.dëcreasing, substanfial ïnvestments in gas
storagë are requïred to meefflüctüating seasonal demand for
gasintheloiïgtërm.

3. The need for divèfsifibatibn:
•, A. cruèial diriiénsion of the stratëgy to preveot us ffom

becoming depërfdënt ön one type of éhèfgy, country or
córnpany.

The Gas Hüb can bë plaoed in the cóhtëxt of the goyeiRmenVs pölicy
tp prömote an effjeiént and transparentgas rnarkët. THe Netherlands
must airri för a sitüation in which: thefe is:.

I. sübstahtial domestic and föfëign inyestment in the gas sector
and in;the ihfrastructüre of the Nethëflahds, whieh would
makë it possible to attract gas flöws to meet dörnëstic demand
for gas, as wéll as to create v&lüe from the transit Qf gas via
the ^etherlands;

II. siifficiënt gas storage capacïty, Swhich both guarantëës
seeurity of süpply and ensures the dëgrëè of supply flexibility
fëquire^ för a prpperly fuhctiöhing markets;

Our.ref.
Ét/»»-/ 10031417
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III. a liquéfied:gas macket with a sufficiërit suppïy at transparent
and stable prices;;

IV a mixed portfolio of gas involying domestiö suppiy, gas. fnorn
various other eouhtrïés and grëén gas, whieh together help
thé Nëtheflarïds tö ayóid becoming depehdëht on a single
supplier gr soureë;

V. a sttóng andinnovative gas industry itiaking a substantial
contribution tp the
ecönömy, ereating1 ernploymentarid ënsünhg thatthê
Netb.erlar»ds\wiil Éóriiihuë töfulfil its Gurrent, unigue positiönas
a gas supplying country,

in this context. theiMjnistry of ÊcónófniG Affaire would likë to óbtaina
better undërstanding;óf the pótential of the Nethetlands tó bëcome the<
C5as Hüb of NQrthwest-Europë and .thfe contribujtiQn that this would giye
to the. Dutch eGonömy.

Desciiption óf mandate and[productS;

Thereföré the IMinistfy of Economie Affairs is askirig yöü to finvölve
your research expefjenGes With sector studies and SVVOT analyses in
thé area of enërgy/gas issues and issue an offer for përforming this
study:,

T-he study shpuld consist of thfëe différent parts;

A, An overyjewpf.ttië cürrent situation of theiDütch gas sector;
B. A S\WG>T:analysts of the Dutch gas sector irëlated to its

.nèighbouiing. cöüritriës. and other energy sources arjd thé
governments arnbitiónof bécömihig Xhe Gas Hub of Northwest

G. f he expected: short-terrn and löhg-tërrn economie effeets of
the dèvêiöpmeht of the Nëtherlands as the Gas Hub of
Northwest Europe.

AdA,
i. Analyse the rolë of igas and thei gas sector for the Dutèn

economy. What does U cóhtfibüte ïri tërrns of security of
energy suppiy, jobs and ecpnornic actiyitjes? What afëthë
spin-pff effeets of a stróng |as'sectPr to other sectors in terms
óf emplöymëhï, prpfits and fre Dutch invesjment climatë?

;R»gè,3;of3
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ii. Analyse the Dütcb gas sector in terïrïs of ihyëstmërits made in
tbe yarious parts^ óf the gas sector.

i Përföitri a SWOT apalysis on the Dütch ambitions df
becoming;th? Gas Hüb; of Northwes^Êürope, Relate this to
the Górnpetition with neighböürinËi hübs.
Germanyi Beigiüm and Austria aim to beGome gas hubs as
wëü The developrnents in Gèrrnahy toöR off véry rapidly and
the martcet seëms to grow faster than the market in thé
Kièthëiiands, Gould the Putph ambitions be taken over by the
deyelopments in Germany? WHI the various gas hups in
NórthWéstiÊurope compete with each óthër or are they
eomplernentary?
Aiso relate thé SVVQT to the compétitióh. vfitii othër energy
SOMrces, What will be the röle of gas in the Mure eriergy mix̂ ?

ii. Höw döthe élèments ofan êxample SWOT written bëlow
relate to the sïtüation the gpver nmentaims for as rnèiitionèd
abövë.

1 lh óuf view thë?gas> seetor consists of the follöwing paüts: expiö'ratiöri &
pródtictiohÏ itranspprt, storage, trading activitiês, LN<3 and khöwlëdgë &
innoyatipn:

Page 4 o(4.
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Strengths
- Exteiïsivë (dórnëstic) transport

. nëtwork
- Indigenous production
- Large gas seetpr
- High 'léVël of gas knowledge
- Gepgraphlcaji centre of

economie aetivities
r Optipns fpr underground gas

storage
-Etc,

Oppörtünities
,- Growtb pfTUF/ trading activities
-Expanding srnallfiëlds policy
- Gas as am enafeler of renéwabie

ênè'rgy mix
- Increase of'uhcórivèntiönal gas/

LNG
-Etc.

Weaknesses
- Littlecrpss-border capacity
- Srnall dórtiëstic markët
compared with Gèrrnany and .ÜK

- Littlê regional market integration
- Etp.

Threate
- becreasing dornestjc producjipn/
flexibiiity

- Ambitions of neighbpuring
countries for'bècömïng a Gas
Hub

- Gas ohïy üsed as a tranëitipn
fuel:

- Incrëasë of ünconvënïiöhal gas/
CNG cpuld import needs from
neighböuririg: countries.

-ËtC;

Ad Q,
Analyse the ëffects pf the Gas Hub related to:

|. contiributiótjs to secüinty of supply and required flexibiiity;
ii. contnbütion tp GDP and creation pf jobs;
iii. investmehtsihthegasichain;
iy. thé effeets on the fünctioning pf the gas market and fprmatipn of

gas prices;
v. the i'nternationalizatipn of the gas seetpr and market infégratióri;
vi. thé innoyativé lëvel öf the gas. seetpr;

vil. the spin-off effeets to ptner key economie sectors fpr thé
Nethexiands,
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Your offer shpuïd address the follovyVog:
• a; descf jptiön of the strueture, questjóns, nriethöd, actors to be

approached,
• deployment pf manpóWer, etc;

a researchplarttWith'a critica!; tirneline;
a gaaranteè öf the indëpendenee of thé stüdy;

. a guarariteëofthetegibiljtyofthefinal report;
• a döcüménted budget, inciüdihg the numbér of hours per

research to be deplöyedi
• the pijjcè öf the stüdy;
• GVs of the ;researchers,; with speejfic attehtibhtö the functigning

óf the Dutch and Europëah gas market, and (cnpwlédgë of gas
imarket systëms.

The stydy must be finishéd by 30 Augustus 2Ö1.0 and we would iike to
fëcêiVöi a first draft of thè fihal report on 28 June and a sècond dratt 12
July at the latësti Please present an pffër in qüintüplieate to the
undersigned by 15 tóarch. I am: aiming to Goniptetë the dëcisiön-
rnaking pröcëös on granting thérnahdatë by 12 April. 'Further we wili
plan. söme ternpörary ëvalüation sessipns :tp monitor the progrëss of
thé stüdy.

I Vtfiil evaluate the offer recëïvëd on:
• the degree tp which'thë strüGtare of the study corfëspönds to

the issue-
• the vvork schedüle;
• the experience and knöWlèdge of the, researchérs tö be

invblvèd;
• the prtce and justification tiièrëöf in relatipn tö what, is offered

(eost/bénëfrt).

The Ministry of Ëcönömic Affairs' cpntacts fpr thjs stüdy are,.'.
" " " • • : j-anH ,'•••

Theproviiëd
införmation must Jse treatëd as Günfidëntial and can therefpre only be;
made available tö third parties after consultatiön With the above
Gpntacts, It is intended.that thé firtal report will be pubfishèd by thë=
Ministryöf Economie Affèirs.,
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No rights may be derived from tttis request for the granting of a
mandate or cómpensation of the cóst öf ah offer.

I look förward tQ your response.
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