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Dr Uri Rosenthal 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Kingdom of the Netherlands 
The Hague 

March 14, 2011 

Your Excellency: 

Please allow me to refer to the discussions in which I participated, which took place during the 

parliamentary hearings in The Hague on 24 January 2011. We look forward with keen anticipation to 

the Dutch contribution to the training of Afghan civilian police in the province of Kunduz, and at the 

national level in Kabul. The Dutch police training mission that is focused on strengthening the 

capacity of civilian police and the wider rule of law system is a very welcome contribution to our 

common goals aimed at a sustainable transition of security responsibilities from the international 

community to Afghan national security forces. We need allies and friends like you to help build peace 

in our country which has suffered so much over the past decades. 

As discussed during the parliamentary hearings, I would like to stress that in accordance with the 

Afghan Police Law and the National Police Strategy, the Afghan Uniformed (Civil) Police has no 

mandate or responsibility to take part in offensive shape and clear military operations against the 

insurgency. In low to medium threat areas, the AU(C) P has the primary responsibility for law 

enforcement and to provide security for Afghan citizens, which includes responding to emergencies in 

public safety. The core functions of the AU (C) P are civil policing and law enforcement. The AU (C) 

P’s tasks in this regard are to prevent and detect crime, maintain and assure public safety, maintain 

civil order and rule of law, protect property and control traffic, ensure enforcement of appropriate 

domestic violence legislation, and carry out general policing duties as clearly stated in the Police Law 

and the Afghan National Police Strategy. 

Therefore, and in full respect of Afghan sovereignty, on behalf of the Afghan government I assure 

you that in accordance with the above and with the specific roles, duties and responsibilities as stated 

in the Afghan Police Law and the National Police Strategy, AU (C) P police trained by your country 

in the province of Kunduz, will be deployed and assigned to civil police responsibilities only in 

accordance with Afghan laws and the National Police Strategy, which do not contain a mandate for 

offensive military purposes for the AU(C) P. 

On behalf of the government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, let me tell you that given the 

requirements as set out at the Kabul and Lisbon conferences for transition of security responsibility to 

Afghan national security forces by 2014, we are looking forward to the deployment of Netherland’s 

police training mission as soon as possible. 

Generat Bismillah Moham: 
Minister of interior of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
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