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Dear Dr Hoogeveen,

Thank you for your letter of 29 October 2015, in which you bring to my attention
certain information regarding members of the Scientific Panel on Genetically
Modified Organisms (GMO) of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA).

In this letter, you refer to a press release issued by Testbiotech e.V.! criticising the
Authority for having reappointed three former members of this Panel “after an
absence of several years”, and affirming that even more members of EFSA's GMO
Panel would have “proven links with industry”.

In this respect, I would like to clarify that EFSA’s regulatory framework requires
that experts do not serve for more than three consecutive terms in the same
Panel.? Having concluded their third mandate in the GMO Panel in June 2012, Mr
Sweet, Mr Davies and Mr Wal could not be appointed for a further mandate. Hence,
the fact they weren’t members of the GMO Pane! during the term 2012-2015 was
due to regulatory requirements.

For what concerns the potential conflicts of interest allegedly identified by
Testbiotech, please be reassured that EFSA takes very seriously the question at
issue. As a matter of fact, EFSA has put in place a multi-layered system composed
of several processes, procedures and guarantees implementing thorough standards
to ensure the independence of its scientific outputs and the absence of conflicts of
interest amonyg its experts.?

In accordance with its policy, scientific publications and experimental studies
considered by EFSA are assessed by the members of the EFSA GMO Panel and its
competent Working Group(s) with the involvement of EFSA staff. The experts are
selected against pre-set criteria and in application of a transparent procedure
subject to quality checks by observers from other Institutions and external

! Currently available online At the following address: http://www testbiotech.org/en/node/1273

2 Article 1(4) of mb 15 03 12 - Rules of Procedure of the Scientific Committee, of the Scientific Panels
and their Working Groups - ADOPTED.

3 MB 15 12 11 - Policy on independence and scientific decision making process ~ ADOPTED, and Decision
of the Executive Direct on Declarations of interest of 31 July 2014.
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scientists.* Finally, the interests declared by the experts are screened by EFSA staff

at several moments in time, and before each meeting takes place to ensure that no
conflict of interest occurs.

It follows that the possibility that a single expert may exercise an undue influence

on the final output of the EFSA GMO Panel is greatly reduced, if not prevented
altogether.

Against this background, as also Testbiotech notes, according to EFSA not all
professional activities related to GMOs carried out by experts necessarily result in a
conflict of interest (Col) for the concerned scientists. As you can also appreciate,
possessing a multitude of interests in a given subject may be also indicative of a
high level of proficiency, expertise or recognition by the scientific community.

Annexed to this letter, you may find the reasoning as to why EFSA considers that
no conflict of interest exists with respect to the experts singled out by Testbiotech.
However, 1 would like to conclude by highlighting that in view of the subjective
considerations and sensibilities linked to ethics and integrity matters, I
acknowledge that some interested parties may keep disagreeing with EFSA’s
positions. This notwithstanding, 1 consider that these reflect a proportionate and fit

for purpose approach to the prevention of conflict of interest among EFSA’s external
scientific experts.

I trust this addresses your concerns and remaln at your disposal to provide any
further information you might need.

Yours sincerely,

(W 9)

Bernhard Url

Encl: Individual responses to Testblotech’s statements
cc: Mr R, van Gorcom; S. Yamadjako; D. Detken; E. Waigmann.

* Decislon of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Sclentific Committee the
Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work,
EFSA/SCER/DEC/14562383/2015.
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