
Ministry of Defence Defensie 

Commando Landstrijdkrachten 

Staf Task Force URUZGAN 

rafter: 

TITAAN VOIP 4520036 

IM 

To 

Date 27 June 2007 

Reference 

Subject AAR concerning the events around CHORA (16 — 20 

June) 

1, Introduction 

At the end of June a lot happened in and around Chora. After a long build up of OMF, they 
attacked the village and its surrounding villages and TFU units countered this threat. To ensure an 
open and transparent evaluation of the events that took place multiple inquires were conducted 
This inquiry will mainly be limited to the period of the 16" of June up and until the 20” of June 

2. Problem 

Lay down the events that occurred in and around Chora and the decisions leading to this. 

3. Dissertation 

a Situation 

1) Operation Aramay 

Operation ARAMAY is the baseline plan of Commander TFU with his intent and way of 
operating for the next 5 months. This operation plan covers the period of the 1° of May 
until the 1* of October 2007. The main focus within thís plan lies on the Deh Rashan area 
north of Tarin Kowt Another important objective of Commander TFU is the preservation of 
Chora and especially the District Center. 

2) Operation Leonidas 

Since the beginning of our tour at the end of January 2007 reports came in that OMF 
intents to attack the Chora District Center. By the end of April this threat becomes 
imminent and TFU units are tasked to deploy to Chora and preserve it (Operation 
Rabenhaupt). After a prolongation the operation Rabenhaupt ends the 2™ of June. Since 
the preservation of the Chora District Centre is stil! valid and Commander TEU want to 
focus more on development and the hand over to ANSF Commander TFU issued a new 
fragmentation order: frago 019 (OP LEONIDAS) to OPORDER 03 (OP ARAMAY). This 
oporder gave guidelines on the intent and the concept of operations of the commander. 
Focus was on the build up of local governance and the AN(A)P to be able to preserve 
Chora themselves. After the outbreak of hostilities the 16" of June operation Troy is 
started to withstand the high OMF pressure on Chora. On the 21% of June operation Troy 
is recalied and the operation Leonidas is valid again. 
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3) Phasing 

The period from the 16° until the 20" of June can be divided in five phases. 
a) 

b) 

Phase 0 

This is the period before the real outbreak of hostilities. it will only be sumiraly covered 
in the After Action Report. This period can be characterised by OMF conducting 
harassment attacks against the checkpoints around Chora and the build up of OMF 
troops. 

Phase | (Prelude: 16 June 0400 hrs — 16 June 2000 hrs} 
This is the build up of OMF pressure Just prior their attack. OMF is moving forward, 
conquering the checkpoints around Chora. 
Phase {i (Defence: 16 June 2000 hrs — 17 June 0400 hrs) 
In this phase OMF is really attacking the village of Chora and want to defeat TFU 
forces. TFU forces defend and stay in control of the District Centre 
Phase lil (Status Quo: 17 June 0400 hrs — 19 June 1030 hrs) 
In this phase TFU forces are still in control of the District Centre and are periodically 
engaged by OMF. 

Phase IV (Attack: 19 June 1030 hrs — 19 June 1800 hrs} 
In this phase TFU troops, with the Battle Group as supported commander, together 
with ANA, attack in western direction to push back the OMF in order to take control of 
the wider area around Chora (including the checkpoints that have been conquered by 
the OMF) 

Phase V (Aftermath: 19 June 1800 hrs — 20 June 2400 rs) 
This is the phase direct after the attack. OMF resistance is only limited and the main 
focus of the TFU is investigate the events in the recent history and also countering left 
OMF resistance if necessary 

4) After Action Report 

Attached you will find all the reports on the events that happened in the before mentioned 
period in and around Chora. The After Action Report (AAR) is the main document. All other 
documents are attached to this (AAR) and will contribute to the understanding of what 
happened in Chora 

4. Way ahead 

a. Operation Leonidas will be proceeded in order to be able to return to normal operations as 
they were being conducted prior to operation Rabenhaupt 

b. Inquiry boards will be supported by all TFU personnel within their capabilities. 
c. Further inquiries to disclose information on the events in Chora will be conducted if required 

Commander Taskforce Uruzgan 

Colonel 

Attachments: 

1. After Action Report and annexes 
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AFTER ACTION REPORT (AAR) on CHORA DC d.d. 16-06-07 till 20-06-07, 

NR TIC: 06-410 /OP TROY / 06-495 
DTG: 16-06-07 until 20-06-07 

1) 

2) 

AREA OF OPERATION 
CHORA, SARAB, NORTH DEH RASHAN 

COMPOSITION OF UNIT 
Supplement B: ISIS Snap-shots Force laydown 16° till 20" of June 
During the five phases, several force compositions were present in the CHORA DC area. 
Units involved throughout the five phases were: three (3) Mechanized Inf platoons, two 
(2) Light armoured Inf platoons, one (1) Recce platoon (FENNER), one (1) VCP 42 
AIBG TFU and one (1) ANA Coy (90 pax) including OMLT (moving in 3 groups). 

MISSION/CONOPS OF UNIT (OP LEONIDAS') 
Intent 
By countering OMF attacks on CHORA 1 want to be able to continue the positive 
developments that are ongoing in that area. By creating a situation where ANSF is able to 
preserve CHORA I want to return to the situation where ANSF is primarily responsible 
for the security and TFU is supporting the local governance of CHORA on all lines of 
operation. I realise this will be event and intell driven. 
a) Conops 

TFU elms will be the primary force to defend CHORA. In due time ANSF will take 
over the responsibility for the security in that area. This will take some time and all 
effort must be focused on that direction. This means all TFU assets must direct their 
capabilities, be it through their contacts or through physical presence. to achieve this 
situation. Slowly the situation must shift from TFU security to ANSF security. In the 
mean time TFU elms must be prepared to counter any OMF threat directed towards 
CHORA. 

b) Main effort 

Securing CHORA 
c) Phases 

i) Phase 0: Operation Rabenhaupt 
The period before the time period in this Frago 42 AIBG was primarily responsible 
for the security in CHORA with the aim on preservation of CHORA. This phase 
ended 1 June 2007. 

ii) Phase 1: Transition 
In this phase 42 AIBG and ANSF will conduct combined operations to preserve 
CHORA and to set the conditions for the hand over to ANSF. This phase started 2 
June 2007. 

iii) Phase 2: NFO 

In this phase ANSF will primarily be responsible for the security in CHORA. TFU 
elms will support the local governance on all lines of Operation by conducting 
NFO. 

d) 42 AIBG 
42 AIBG is to keep presence in CHORA IOT preserve it and set the conditions for a 
hand over to the ANSF. 

(See FRAGO 019 (OP LEONIDAS) to Opord 003 (OP ARAMAY) of COM | (NLD/AUS) TFU ISAF. 
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e) PRT 
PRT is to spt 42 AIBG in securing CHORA and a responsible hand over to ANSF and 
start up development activities in the area, in phase 1 specifically focused on capacity 
building of ANSF. 

f) All other units 

Spt BG IOT facilitate a responsible band over to ANSF. 
g) Coordinating instructions. 

In phase | of this operation ROE is delegated to BG. 

EXECUTION 

Review of events according to five phases of the AAR: 

Phase 0 General 
Already for weeks reports came in via G2 TFU on a build-up of OMF in the areas and 
valleys around CHORA, Harassment attacks against ISAF, ANSF and the local population 
have been ongoing for some considerable time. Examples of these harassment attacks are 
harassment fires occurring against the CHPs around CHORA and a pressure-plate [IED 
that has been used against a civilian taxi, in the course of which several civilians were 
killed and wounded. Also ANP, carrying out a search and arresting several Taliban in 
West-CHORA, were threatened by Taliban to release their leaders, leading to a tense 
situation. Already in April OMF successfully occupied the CHP at KALA KALA after 
which BG TFU assisted ANP in re-capturing the CHP. Reporting in the last days stated 
that local population was growing restless, already leaving their qalas, closing their shops 
at the bazaar and that children were not going to school anymore. Also a lot of unrest 
occurred within the key-leader positions of several GoU local leaders in CHORA. not 
favouring the situation at hand. 

Phase I Prelude. 
On Friday 15" of June a SVBIED attack in Tarin Kowt was the upbeat for the attack on 
CHORA, based on G2 TFU assessments made in the preceding months. OPERATION 
LEONIDAS is already weeks in effect at that time, giving orders and guide-lines for 
upcoming operations of TFU Units, especially to the BG TFU and PRT TFU. 
In the night of 15 to 16 June aircraft were available above CHORA conducting an area 
reconnaissance. They discovered OMF troop movements in the area east of CHORA, 
moving west, in the vicinity of SARAB. G2 TFU assessed a continuing build-up of OMF 
towards the CHORA area, numbers between 800-1000 fighters. This confirms reportings 
from G2 TFU in the preceding months which became clear during the early morning of 
the 16" of June around 0200LT. OMF reported coming from CAHAR CHINEH province, 
BALUCHI Valley, MIRABAD area, DORAFSHAN area and the valleys North-east of 
CHORA and East of SARAB, based on eye-witness reports and Intell reports from G2 
TEU. 

This was the start of a coordinated OMF attack with the objective to seize CHORA DC. 
The effect to be achieved by the OMF was, and still is, IO exploitation for the new OMF 
commanders in URUZGAN that they are able to defeat ISAF forces iot re-establish FOM 
on OMF LOCs from GIZAB to the southern part of AFGHANISTAN. 
The 16% of June shows more Troops in Contact (TICs) involving ANSF in CHORA and 
BG TFU. All units present at that time receive fire from OMF side and OMF tries to close 
in to CHORA DC from all sides. ANP posts are then no longer able to accurately defend 
themselves. On the 16" of June Commander TFU decided to act pre-emptive and ordered 
the BG to further reinforce CHORA. 
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Phase H Defence, 
On the early evening of the 16" of June situation in CHORA deteriorates in a way, that 
Commander A=e0y AIBG declares that if the situation will not be altered quickly in 
favour of ANSF or TFU, he will be rum óver and OMF will be able to seize CHORA DC. 
This (and latest reportings) is the trigger for Commander TFU to consider the situation, 
Present were Commander TFU (Col van Griensven), COS TEU Co | G3 TFU 

"egad TFU 7}, Commander AIBG € ~ “Sand 83 
AIBG ° The situation had developed in a way that there were 2 options left: 
leave and let CHORA fall into the hands of the OMF or stay and defend CHORA. 
Leaving CHORA was no option: The population would from OMF occupation. Already 
there were reportings on OMF executing people that were pro-GoU or refused to fight 
with them. Leaving CHORA would also mean that OMF would have a big IO as well asa 
geographical success. It would increase the pressure on TARIN KOWT, endanger the 
TFU mission and undermine the credibility of ISAF and TFU in particular. That is why 
Commander TFU decided to stay, reinforce and defend CHORA with al} means available, 
There was also discussion on how this could be done most effectively under the given 
circumstances. Avoiding collateral damage as much as possible was one of the main 
topics. 

To synchronize the support to 42 AIBG in CHORA an engagement area is created. 
Initially this area was the area west of the vertical 21, This is the area where the last two 
days most of the OME reportings ¢ame'trom. To support the unit on the ground in its self 
defence this is the area where 42 AIBG can target at pinpointed known targets such as 
avenues of approach of the OMF and known strongholds from previous reportings without 
directeyes on. This has been done in consultation with RC(S)sEast of that line direct PID 
was still necessary before engagement was allowed. This contro! measurement was 
imposed to minimise collateral damage. 
Before engaging in the area, west of vertical 21, started. the local population was warned 
to leave that areathrough their tribal leaders. ANP was used to pick-up the population and 
bring them East of the vertical 22. This all happened prior to bringing the engagement 
area into effect. 
TFU as of then used all assets available to turn the tide and give Cdr A-coy all support 
needed to prevent CHORA and themselves from being overrun. An intensive night of 
battle between BG TF assets and OMF takes place. In the early morning. around 
17.0400LT JUN 07 resulting in a situation in favour of TFU ISAF and local national 
population by having taken away the initiative from OMF side. 

Phase HI Status Quo. 
Around 17.0400LT JUN 07. COM BG TFU and some reinforcements went to CHORA 
with his VCP to establish contact with Cdr A-coy. 
OMF is still trying to get hold of SARAB HILL and SARAB VILLAGE (at that moment 
still in the hands of __ CHP commander SARAB). Commander TFU 
issues the frago on Operation TROY in order to reinforce the troops in CHORA and to 
execute misleading operations to distract OMF from CHORA through the BALUHI 
valley. During the day of the 17" of June and the 18% of June ongoing fire-fights occur in 
the CHORA area as well as near SARAB HILL and SARAB VILLAGE. Elements of 
TFU consolidated their positions while OMF was still active within the green zone, TFU 
was pushed back into an area of 4 square kilometres around the District Centre. Because 
of the risk of culmination COM TFU decided to counter-attack in order to re-establish the 
positions as before the 16" of June. 
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5) 

COM BG and Cdr A-coy are conducting a decision making process to conduct an 
offensive operation to re-capture the CHPs KALA KALA, NYAZI, at the same time 
freeing the green zone in CHORA of OMF. 
Militias are forming a force to free SARAB HILL and VILLAGE from OMF. 
Call signs of TFU (SFTG VIPER and a platoon of 42 AIBG) move to the DORAFSHAN 
area, South of the BALUCHI PASS, in order to distract OMF from the western part of CHORA. This decreased the pressure on the western side and enabled the BG assets to farther establish a status quo, preparing for future operations. An extra platoon is being moved from DEH RAWOD to TARIN KOWT to support the upcoming operation. 
Furthermore reinforcements are send to CHORA to defend and to take part in the 
upcoming attack. 

Phase JV Attack. 
Operation FLIEGENFANGER of Commander 42 AIBG is issued to take away the last 
initiative of OMF in the CHORA area, freeing the green zone of OMF, re-occupying the CHPs KALA KALA and NYAZI. At 10.30 hrs elements of the TFU under command of 
Commander 42 AIBG attack into western direction. ANA & OMLT play an important 
role in this operation. Elements of the BG attack on a northern and southern axis while 
ANA proceed along the central axis through the green zone. At the end of the day the objectives have been seized. The CHPs are again in ANSF/TFU hands and the OMF has 
been driven from the green zone, In the mean time the militias from CHORA are moving into eastern direction in order to re-taking SARAB CHP and SARAB Village. They also achieve their objectives. 

Phase V Aftermath, 
After the seizure of the CHPs the focus is back again on haying the local authorities in the lead again, At this moment ANA is still occupying the CHPs west of CHORA with TOOR ABDULLAH again on the CHPs in SARAB. TFU is decreasing the number of forces in CHORA and returning to the situation as it was before the 16" of June. 
At the same time continuous efforts were being made to get information on any damage occurred and any casualties inflicted by either side. 

Detailed info you will find in the mentioned Supplements below and especially the detailed Logbooks of BG TFU, Logbooks TFU HQ (including message-interaction between RC(S) and Opsroom TFU HQ). Also the extended reports on used Artillery and air-assets. gives a good view on used weaponsystems together with accurate BDA on assets used. The ISIS snap-shots in comparison with the Logbook reportings will 
complete the view on events occurred and operations run 

SITUATION OWN TROOPS (INCL. COALITION FORCES) 
a) Personnel 

i) KIA 21x NLD Mil 
ii) WIA : 4x NLD Mil 
ili) MIA > Nil 

b) Logistic 
i} Equipment 

ix PATRIA damaged due to impact 82mm Mor round, stil] serviceable, 1x 81mm 
Mor damaged, out of use, at CHORA DC compound. 

ii) Ammunition used 
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6) 

7) 

ENEMY 

a) Intention of OMF 

OMF is determined in taking over CHORA DC so OMF can exploit even the smallest 
success in a massive Informations Operations (JO) campaign. At the same time 
enhancing and maintaining a guaranteed line of communications and logistical 
support. : 

b) Action taken by OMF 

The OMF have been building up forces and activities during several weeks in the 
valleys surrounding CHORA, like BALUCHI VALLEY, and reinforcements were 
send in from GIZAB, CAHAR CHINEH, the Eastern SARAB area, MIRABAD and 
even from outside the province. Multiple reportings indicate the presence of foreign 
fighters. 

ce) Possible future OMF COA 
OMF will continuously try to influence the CHORA area as jong as it can contribute 
to either their IO or their freedom of movement. 

d) Detainees made by TFU 
Nil 

e) KIA/WIA/BATTLE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 
KIA: (based on Definitive Intell reporting received) 150-200x OMF. 
WIA: (based on Definitive Intell reporting received) 6x OMF. 
No definitive reportings or visual confirmation based on body-count could have been 
made. It is a known OMF TTP to take away any WIA and KIA from the battle-field 
ender any circumstances. 

CIVILIANS 
Involvement on infrastructure and population. 

Phase 0 General, 
Nil 

Phase I Prelude. 

a) Involvement 

Not known if any civilians were actively involved in the fights that occurred during 
this period. 

b) Impact 

Via PRT reports are coming in about people being kilied by the OMF. 
c} Casualties 

Unknown, 

Phase II Defence. 

a) Involvement 

It is assessed as likely that local civilians during this period took up arms against 
OMF. Reportings also indicate that civilians were forced by the OMF to join them and 
to fight with them. This can not be confirmed by TFU elements in CHORA. It is 
assessed that local population is invelved in the ights in and around CHORA. Ait ge effort has-been put in thé waning ofthe pe;  BGZPEU: and: Mission teams 
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towards tribal leaders to get the population into safety. ANP helped to evacuate the 
population at risk, 

b) Impact 
Not known, assessed that the local population has been affected by the attacks of 
OMF. Although likely. it is not known if and how many local nationals were involved 
in the fights that have occurred. 

c) Casualties 

Exact numbers have not been reported on KIA and WIA LNs. Counting the casualties 
is not possible. even not by local authorities, therefore exact numbers and wounded 
can not be determined. Death people are being buried withitt 24lirs after having 
deceased. Wounded people are not always being taken to the nearest hospital or 
reported to other medical facilities / aid-stations. Reports come in on atrocities 
committed by the OMF to the local population. However, although all effort has been 
put in to minimize collateral damage, it can not be excluded that LNs have been 
wounded or killed by TFU and ISAF (air) assets, although some reports indicate that a 
number of civilians might already have been killed prior to the defence phase. PRT 
has been investigating the possible collateral damage and the possible casualties 
“amongst the population. 
See Supplement L: Functional Specialist reports PRT 

Phase HI Status Quo. 

a) Involvement 

Since fighting was still going on, out of the side of TFU units, it can be assessed that 
the population took up their arms to defend themselves against the OMF. Definitive 
reports on this are not available. Also some of the population moved further out of the 
endangered area because the were afraid. At the same time, some of the shops in 
CHORA went open and children came to school again. Hereby giving the signals that 
the local population still believed in a save and secure CHORA. 
Reports came in that OMF are harassing GoU minded population, also stating some 
were killed, amongst them women and children. 

b) Impact: nstr 

c) Casualties 

No known casualties from this phase. 
See Supplement L: Functional Specialist reports PRT 

Phase IV Attack, 

a) Involvement 

Reportings come in that local population is being further harassed by OMF 
Population are taking up arms to secure themselves from OMF harassment. 

actively rounds up people (militia) to re-capture and free SARAB from OMF 
together with the remnants of the ANP left in CHORA. 

b) Impact 

NSTR 
c) Casualties 

No known casualties have been reported from this period. 
See Supplement L: Functional Specialist reports PRT 

Phase V. 
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8) 

a) Involvement 

The population is returning to normal life. Shops are opening again and children are 
going to school. 

b) Impact 

Unknown 

ce} Casualties 

More light can be shed on the current situation, because larger party of PRT 
Functional Specialists are sent to CHORA for assessing the situation. Reportings are 
coming in at TFU as of that moment. 

Conclusive: 

The most accurate information can be found in the reportings from Functional Specialist 
Health of the PRT TFU , together with the report from the Senior Medical Officer of TFU. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES/SECURITY FORCES 
Phase 0. 
a) Involvement 

ANP were defending the CPs around CHORA DC, already lacking ammunition. Not 
being supported by authorities from TARIN KOWT. 

b) Impact 

Occupation of CPs is to a minimum at times, due to continuous harassment fires. 
c) KIA/WIA/MIA 

NSTR 

Phase I Prelude. 

a) Involvement 

ANP were defending the CPs around CHORA DC, already lacking ammunition. Not 
being supported by authorities from TARIN KOWT. 

b) Impact 

Occupation of CPs is to a minimum at times, due to continuous harassment fires, 
c) KIA/WIA/MIA 

Not known. 

Phase II Defence, 

a) Involvement 

Local authorities have asked TFU to defend CHORA against any OMF influence, 
Local authorities also played a large role in alarming LNs in the CHORA DC area for 
the fighting activities at hand. They advised and asked LNs involved to. at least for the 
time being, leave the area. They assisted in bringing local national population to saver 
areas East of CHORA DC. ANA is also deployed in CHORA. They are in the direct 
surroundings of the DC acting as a QRF. ANP is initially defending the CHPs. 
Eventually they have to leave the CHPs and flee. It is not exactly known where they 
ran to. Some were picked up to return to the DC. 

b) Impact 

Impact on the local authorities is not known in this phase. 
ce) KIA/WLA/MIA 

Not known. 

Phase III Status Quo. 
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9) 

a) Involvement 

ANP is on CHORA DC. ANA & OMLT are moving with BG TFU to CHORA DC. In 
total 90 pax ANA are present during this period 

b) Impact 

ANP is not effective anymore. 
c) KIA/WIA/MIA 

Not known. 

Phase IV Attack, 

a) Involvement 

90 pax ANA & OMLT are taking part in the attack in CHORA DC area against OMF, 
alongside with BG TFU. First ANA moves through the Green Zone towards the West 
part of CHORA. They have the task to finally take possession of CPs KALA KALA, 
NYAZI and key-terrain part CEMETARY HILL. It is in this phase that | _ 
has brought together at first 30 pax and later 120-150 pax to fight along TFU units in 
the counter-attack in CHORA DC area. — w= is the QRF ANP commander 
and he moved to SARAB and re-conguered the SARAB HILL and SARAB 
VILLAGE on OMF. 

b) Impact 

Not known. 

c) KIA/WIA/MIA 

ANA none, militia unknown. 

Phase V Aftermath. 

a) Involvement 

ASP (87 pax) are pushed towards CHORA CPs, after a delay, so ANA can be re- 
leased from the CPs. Current ASP as well as ANA & OMLT are in CHORA DC area 
for securing the area, together with a platoon from BG TFU, Not before ASP had 
arrived, BG TFU could down-size there force lav-down in CHORA 

b) Impact 

NSTR. 

c) KIA/WIA/MIA 

NSTR. 

LEGAL AUTHORITIES 

Phase 0 

Nothing special to report. 

Phase I Prelude 

In the weeks earlier, already several fire-fights with OMF ocewred and information form 
Intel] sources state that an OMF attack was imminent or already at hand, therefore the 
reportings on TICs as of the 16" of June show a clear build-up of pressure from OMF on 
CHORA DC area. For a detailed report see Supplement B and D. 
Final Intell reportings state that large numbers of OMF are starting to move up to CHORA 
as of 160210LT JUN 07. A PID can not be established at that time on spotted movements 
witnessed by (fixed wing air-support). Therefore no firings occurred on these 
persons. What becomes clear, based on more Intel] reports, is the high and likely 
probability that OMF is preparing a (coordinated) atiack on CHORA. As of 16.0637LT 
OMF starts with the actual firings of weaponsystems like 82m Mors, RPGs and small 
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arms fire on positions of TFU and CHPs occupied by ANP (Aghan National Police). At thai moment the act of self-defence is a fact and OMF fires are being answered by BG TFU elements supporied by air-assets of ISAF and RC(S) available, both fixed and rotary 
wing 

As of this moment in time OME continues to engage our TFU and ANSF units during the rest of the day. A situation occurs of continuous threat on TFU ANSF units and of course there exists now the inherent right of (extended) self-defence. Furthermore. for this 
situation ROE ave been delegated to COM TFU by COM RC(S). For details on all situations in which OMF fire has been received and answered, | refer to mentioned 
logbooks. 
In all situations that occurred. the actions taken by TFU were taken within the given ROE delegations and, as far as it can be inv estigated, only use of necessary force. proportional and minimum of amount of force needed has been used taking into account the 
operational circumstances. As far as it shows there has been no reportings of any relevant 
collateral damage thus far. 

Phase il Defence. 
During the entire dav of the 16" of June, as mentioned earlier, TFU have been in firing 
contact with OMF, From Intell reports it obs iously came clear that the OMF intended to conquer CHORA DC. Especially as of 16.1950LT JUN 07 the situation worsened around 
CHORA DC, that much that Cdr A-coy needed all assets available in CHORA of TEU 
and ANP to keep CHORA out of the hands of OMF. At this time darkness sets in and Cdr Ascoy states quite clear that CHORA DC will fall if not being supported as soon as possible with all assets available. Moreover, the CHPs KALA KALA, NYAZI and 
SARAB seem to be fallen under OMF control. At 16.2054LT JUN 07 an eng: gement area had been created and ordered west of vertical 428 TB 21. Reason for this was that Intel] reports and reports from Cdr A-coy stated that large concentrations of OMF were mor ing Within the limits of this area. After consultation with RC(S) within this area EF were 
engaged without PID as of being a serious and imminent threat, after Ns were wamed 
through their leadership. 
Large concentrations of OMF on its own already forms enough ground for self-defence 
and extended self-defence. because of the fact that there was an imminent attack at hand, 
the continuous pressure on TFU units rose and the intent of the OMF was clear, also 
illustrated by final Intell reportings, 
Besides this, Commander TFU was authorized on basis of ROE delegatior n combination with continuous reporting of hostile intends and hostile acts. 

Under named circumstances there has been made a continuous effort to minimize the use 
of force, especially to minimize the chance of casualties being inflicted under the LNs 
population and also prevent collateral damage as much as possible. 

In order to try to reduce the amount of casualties among civilians, by means of PRT, L me f(Chief of police) was warned at dtg 162130 June 2007 and asked to warn the civilians to leave this area. He on his turn send a car to : — 
tribaf leader in the region and living in OA quare 425 TB 2137) with the message to take care that all the civilians living in the engagement area had to 
leave. The village is located in the engagement area. North of the village in the 
engagement area there is less housing. It was not told to — _ “hat it might be 
possible that air operations would be executed, because there was always a chance that 
OMF would intercept this information, 
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In the course of the evening and after dig 162130 June 2007 (exact time unknown) the 
PRT has phoned with, reported in this conversation that 
all the woman and children had ef al ready the vilage @ was advised, 
together with the males who had stayed behind, also to leave the village 
Within the realistic possibilities every measure had been taken to take care that the 
civilians were warned to the highest possible extend under these circumstances. Needless 
to say that it was impossible to enter the engagement area with own units to warn the 
people because of the enormous concentration of OMF in the area. 

The necessity to get own units out of a oppressing encirclement, the significance to 
preserve CHORA as essential for the success of the mission, the request of governor 
MUNIB to defend in CHORA and the ruthless way of operating of OMF in respect of the 
civilians (throats were cut of captured civilians and women were burned), were important 
considerations to meet with the principle of proportionality. 

In all situations TFU has acted ~ taken into account the operational situation — within the 
applicable ROE. Also in the sense that the presence of large numbers of OMF in the 
engagement area made this a military objective. As far as known up till now the use of 
force was necessary, proportional and the minimum force taking into account the 
operational situation. Under this extreme circumstances, to the highest possible extend, 
was tried to avoid collateral damage among the civilian population, but with the OMF 
deliberately mingling with civilians and forcing them to stay, this was very difficult to 
execute. 

Phase It! Status Quo, 

Between 17,0400LT JUN 07 and the early morning of the 19%, In these phase there have 
been several TICs. In all situations of engagement by OMF was responded by TFU with 
the use of force in self defence. 
In all situations units of TFU acted within the given ROE delegations. The principles of 
necessity and proportionality were taken into account. 

Phase LV Attack. 
During this phase ROE was authorized to the BG TFU: Op TROY. They haven't met 
with substantial resistance from OMF. ANA has been in fire-contact with OME. In a very 
few situations units of the BG and ANA with OMLT (see Supplement F: OMLT/ANA 
AAR report) were shot at by the OMF. ANA with OMLT entered several galas which had 
Just been left by OMF or were still occupied in some cases. In all situations was acted in 
accordance with the applicable ROE and responded with fire in self-defence. This may 
have lead to KIA or WIA among OMF, but unknown which number. 

Phase V. 

Nothing special to report. 

10) MEDIA PRESENCE 

Media TV-crew of RTL has been present in the area on 20" of June, the day directly after 
the counter-attack had been executed by BG TFU. together with a visit of Governar 
Munib and Commander TFU. 
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COMMANDERS ASSESSMENT 

In the early evening of 16 June the situation had deteriorated in a way that FE were 
pushed back to an area of 4 square kilometres around CHORA DC. I had the choice to 
leave CHORA and hand over the area with all its inhabitants to the OMF or to stay and 
defend. Because handing CHORA over to the OMF would not only endanger the 
population but would also bring a huge IO success to the OME. And losing CHORA.- 
would have a very disastrous effect to the mission of ISAF in general and TFU in 
particular I decided to stay in CHORA, reinforce and defend fiercely with all means 
available. Within the ROE given and after consultation with Commander RC(S) we 
created an engagement area in which we struck the majority of the OMF. This would later 
turn out to be decisive in the defence of CHORA. Seen the fact that the governor and 
other lägal- authorities requested us to defend CHORA the importance was stressed. As 
result of this severe fight I believe that we set back the OMF in trying to achieve their 
goals and disrupted them for a longer period. Due to the fact that we defended CHORA, 
the majority of the local population is still supporting us and this gives us the opportunity 
to further execute our mission in URUZGAN. I regret the fact that it is also likely that 
there were civilian casualties as result of our defence of CHORA. 

COM 1 (NLD/TFU) TFU 

LF.A.M. van Griensven 

Colonel 

Supplement A: ISIS Snapshots TICs 16-06-07 
Supplement B: daily force laydown Ops TFU 
Supplement C: Logbook TICs BG OPS TFE-3 TFU 
Supplement D: Logbook 1(NLD/AUS) Task Force URUZGAN 
Supplement E: AAR JOINT FIRES 

¥ Supplement E: Appendix 1: JOINT FIRES, ARTILLERY FIRES & FW/RW WATO SECEET 
ENGAGEMENTS. SNAPSHOTS BDA LOCATIONS. 

\ Supplement E: Appendix 2: JF IDF report 160000Lt - 201200Ly June 07. WATS SEC CET 
X Supplement E: Appendix 3: JF FW/RW Report 160000Lt- 201200Lt June 07 WATO SECCET 
Supplement F: ANA-OMLT AAR report 

“Supplement G: TPT rapport 19 juni 2007 

Supplement H: SMO report CHORA 
Supplement I: Report AAR COM BG on the Battle of CHORA 15! — 21“ of June 07 
Supplement J: Report Cdr A-coy (to follow) 

Supplement K: REPORT Cdr B-Coy BG TFE-3 TFU ISAF 
Supplement L: Functional Specialist report PRT 
Supplement L Appendix 1: Translation audio record 
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AFTER ACTION REPORT (AAR) 

SUPPLEMENT E: JOINT FIRES 

NR TIC: 06-410 /OP TROY 06-495 
DTG; 281300LT JUN 07 

References: Supplement E AAR JF report Artillery/FW/RW 

Supplement E Appendix 1: JF Snapshots BDA locations 

Supplement E Appendix 2: JF IDF report 160000Lt - 201200Ly June 07 

Supplement E Appendix 3: JF FW/RW Report 160000Lt - 201200Lt June 07 

1) INTRODUCTION 

For over two months the OMF pressure on CHORA DC increased (See TFU INTSUMs). 

On Friday 15" of June a horrible SVBIED attack in Tarin Kowt introduced the occurring 
attack on CHORA DC. TFU decided to act pre-emptive and ordered the BG to reinforce 
CHORA. In the night of 15 to 16 June Fixed Wing area recce discovered OMF troop 

movements in the eastern entrance of the CHORA valley. This was the start of an aggres- 

sive OMF attack with the objective to seize CHORA DC. The effect to be achieved by the 

OMF was, and still is, IO exploitation for the new OMF commanders in URUZGAN able 

to defeat ISAF forces iot re-establish FOM on OMF LOCs from GIZAB to the southern 
part of AFGHANISTAN. 

2) AREA OF OPERATION 
See general AAR 

3) COMPOSITION OF UNIT 
Availability of Fire support assets to A-coy 42 AIBG (Low Land 1.0) in CHORA 

a) 12 June - 20 June: 

i) One Tactical Air Control Party (TACP) existing of a Qualified Joint Tactical Air 

Controller (TAC), a Laser Target Operator (LTO) and a driver (C/S Windmill 

68). Windmill 68 is also a Qualified Forward Observer (Q-FO). TACP was co- 

located with HQ LL 1.0 in CHORA DC; 

ii) 81mm mortar group existing of 2 tubes deployed at the white compound in 

CHORA DC (morning 18 June ~ noon 19 June only one tube available); 

iit) GS of PzH2000 from FOB RIPLEY with DM 131 IHE ammunition; 

iv) ISAF/RC(S) air support: 

(1) ISAF fixed wing support 

(a) Planned CAS, to be re-tasked in support of a TIC; 

(b) G-CAS (30min NTM) at Kandahar Air Field (KF). 
(2) RC(S) attack Helo’s at FOB RIPLEY or KAF 

b) 16 June — 20 June: 
Additional TACP/Q-FO (C/S Windmill 66) co-located with LL 2.4 

c) 17 June - 25 June: 
Additional TACP/ Q-FO (C/S Windmill 67) deployed at Southern entrance of 

CHORA valley (saddle) with LL 1.1. As of 20 June co-located at Coy HQ at the 

white compound in CHORA DC; 
d) 19 June — 24 June: 

Additional Q-FO deployed with LL 2.6.



4) MISSION/CONOPS OF UNIT 
a) Task 

Tasks for Fire support according ANNEX II (JOINT FIRES) to OPORDER 03 (OP 
ARAMAY) of COM 1(NLD. AUS) TFU d.d. 01-05-2007 
i) Provide support to ground forces in a TIC IOT attain fire superiority; 
ii) Engage pre-planned targets that meet the Collateral Damage Estimate (CDE) 

criteria (all fires); 

i) Provide harassing fire (primarily PzH det) IOT disrupt, deny FOM and demoralise 
OMF; 

iv) Provide Show of force or show of presence (all fires). 
v) Provide over watch for ground forces (primarily AHs or UAV cap) 

b) Purpose 
According to FRAGO 19 (OP LEONIDAS) to OPORDER 03 (OP ARAMAY) of 
COM I(NLD/AUS) TFU d.d. 08-06-2007. 
TFU will support GoU and ANSF I their effort to maintain security and stability in the 
CHORA district and disrupt OMF IOT preserve the CHORA District Centre 

c) End state 

CHORA DC preserved from OMF influences. 

5) EXECUTION 
See SUPPLEMENT E APPENDIX 2: JF IDF report 160000Lt — 201200Lt June "07 and 
SUPPLEMENT E APPENDIX 3: JF FW/RW report 160000Lt — 201200Lt June °07 

6) SETUATION OWN TROOPS (INCL. COALITION FORCES) 
a) General 

Saturday 16" of June: 
After a restless night ANP posts where engaged by OMF troops in the early morning 
on the 16" of June. Whole night Fixed Wing (FW) assets controlled by WLs 
supported LL 1.0 with SA. They discovered large amount of men in fighting age 
marching up from east towards the SARAB checkpoint, No action was taken because 
there was no PID on OMF troops. When these men surrounded SARAB checkpoint it 
was clear that this was a hostile intent. That was the trigger to request additional air 
support. Around 0400Lt TFU requested RW support from RC(S) iot support the 
ANSF on the SARAB checkpoints (East of CHORA DC) with SOF from NLD AHs. 
Around 0500Lt also TFU troops and ANP at check-points NYAZI and KALA KALA 
(west of CHORA DC) were engaged with SAF and RPGs from compounds. NLD 
AHs were re-tasked to the TIC and they engaged several compounds in support to 
TFU troops in self defence situations. After the AHs left TEU troops were engaged 
several times by OMF indirect fire (IDF) (near misses!). There were no A/C available 
at that time. The effect to be achieved was destruction of these OMF mor positions. 
Own 81mm should not be sufficient so PID on a point of origin from the enemy mor 
fires led to engagements with PzH fires. Fires where very effective and the pressure 
from OMF IDF decreased. Fire Support filled the gap till new A/C came on station 
around 1000Lt. There was SAF contact with OMF for the whole day. Allocated A/C 
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gave enough relieve to hold CHORA DC and to push an additional mech inf platoon 

Gncl add WL) to CHORA. At the end of the day OMF pressure on CHORA increased 

dramatically. TFU troops had to withdraw 3 km from the ANP checkpoint KALA 

KALA to CHORA DC and only 4kmsq was occupied by ISAF troops. Com TFU 

decided that we should hold CHORA as stated in the FRAGO' s. BRC Os s. Therefore 

TFU decided to create an engagement area for ac riod w TB 21, 
with a last resistance engagement box close to CHORA je, x3kmn) this should be 

the last standing if OMF kept on pushing. TRO] and all 

bombs dropped there were in direct support to ISAF gen in self defence situation. 

Beside that TFU requested al} available air assets from ISAF. After a gap of one and a 

half hour ISAF pushed an enormous amount of A/C to this TIC. TFU was also 

supported by several ISR assets, these where able to locate several C2 nodes and 

individuals of high importance which directly influenced the OMF attack on CHORA. 

COM TFU decided to engage also these targets as required. Dedicated FW support 

controlled by a JTAC in the TFU ops engaged several targets of high importance to 

the OMF ops in the wider CHORA area, FW engaged known enemy firing positions 

(See 6.c)iii: Air support) and PzH supported the TFU defensive ops with harassing 

fires west of vert 42S TB 21. It was not necessary to shoot fires in the engagement box 

(see 6.b)iv: GBFS). 

Sunday 17" of June: 

During the night WLs engaged OMF key leadership successfully with a Type III 

controlled mission based on definitive intell reports. There where severe fights 

continuing through the whole night. All air spt missions where executed by A/C under 

control of JTACs. The day was relatively calm but OMF held pressure on CHORA 

DC. Early morning of this day TFU decided to open a second front in the same 

operation (OP TROY) on the south entrance of the Balluchi valley — ~~. was 
ordered to disrupt the OMF in the northern DEH RASHAN area. | jrun into a 

severe TIC and was supported by a single ship A/C. The mission was controlled by a 

JTAC. After the missio1 benee to FOB RIPLEY. In the evening of this day 

a PzH controlled by a Q-FO engaged a spotter on a mountain ridge near CHORA and 

supported AUS RTF with an ILL mission in the DEH RASHAN area. Late night, after 

48hrs of battle, WLs requested to stop pushing CAS A/C to their locations. They 

stated this because they where exhausted and needed rest otherwise failures would be 

made. Due to the calmed down situation Joint Fires TFU decided to take over the 

night with Type III recce and SOF/SOP missions above the CHORA area controlled 

by JTACs from TFU ops. 
Monday 18" of June 

This day started with increased OMF pressure, LL2.4 on the south side of the valley 

was attacked by SAF, RPG and mor/rkts and fixed to his location. Also checkpoint 
SARAB (cast i CHORA) was attacked again and militia leade ~_ 

reported also severe fighting’s on the northern routes. Especially the 

OMF engaging LL2.4 from compounds on the southern side of the green-zone was 

very persistent. A JTAC engaged these compounds with A/C. Early morning 

“Yond a plt of LL2.0 went up again to the Balluchi valley iot achieve the same 
effect as the day before. This supporting mission for OP TROY should be continued 

for at least 48 hrs. Again TFU achieved the desired effect because groups of OMF 

moved from the CHORA area down south through the Balluchi valley. Before noon 

WLs had to control several missions in support of TIC situations in the CHORA area 

but in the afternoon the (OMF) focus was fully on our disrupting ops in the DEH 
RASHAN area. There were severe fighting’s going on. "run into an ambush and 
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b) 

had to withdraw after 2 hours full contact battle under cover of a PzH smokescreen. 
Beside that they were supported by FW, PzH and 81mm mor from patrol base 

POENJAK. Due to a lack of ammunition our troops from the DEH RASHAN area 

returned to Camp HOLLAND at the end of the day, Still ISAF troops occupy the 

environment of CHORA DC only! 

Thuesday 19" of June > . 
The night remained calm and TFU Joint fires again took over some Type HI controlled - 

recce and SOF/SOP missions above CHORA like the night before. This was the day 

of the BG attack to seize three objectives. In a combined offensive operation ANSF 

(ANA) and ISAF troops should occupy the lost checkpoints west of CHORA DC. 

Joint Fires requested dedicated FW assets, AHs on status on FOB 

RIPLEY and overhead. Everything was approved. Because there were no 
TFU troops in the south entrance of the Balluchi valley TFU ops decided to shoot 15- 

30 minutes of harassing fires with the PzH on planned targets outside the green zone 

controlled by a Q-FO with predator feed in the TFU ops. Planning was executed. 

Everything remained relatively calm. AHs were not launched, FW supported with 

recce missions and PzH shot harassing fires in the wider DEH RASHAN area. 
Wednesday 20 of June 
Everything remained calm during the night, Late morning an F-16 was tasked to 
engage a compound from which OMF engaged TFU troops with SAF and RPG on the 

southern side of the green zone in west of CHORA. A JTAC controlled that mission. 
That was more or less the last mission in support for COM TFUs intent to preserve 

CHORA DC from OMF influence. 

Ground based Fire Support (GBFS) 

i) General . 

From the deployment of the PzH 2000 late 2006 on, the gun has only unguided 

ammunition available. This is still the case. First there was only the conventional 

ammunition available with maximum range of 19km. In February 2007 TFU 

received the first rounds of Insensitive High Explosives (IHE) ammunition. Due to 

our own operational experiences, TFU is very aware of the fact that PzH 

equipment and software is less reliable to shoot DM 131 IHE rounds on targets on 

a long distance. Till now TFU only used this type of ammunition for harassing 

fires on wide open areas. The distance from FOB RIPLEY to the CHORA valley is 

approximately 31 km. TFU used the previous months to get comfortable with the 

“behaviour” of the PzH in combination with this type of ammunition. Corrections 

from registration fires last weeks in the same environment where used to calculate 

the right aiming points. This is done in the PzH Fire Direction Cel (FDC) co- 

jocated in the BG ops. Own troops have reported that all fires fell within the 

probable error space of the requested targets. 

ii) Fire mission control 

(1) General 

Because Windmill WLs had to control A/C a lot of fires where controlled by 

emergency fire controllers (EFC). The situation in this specific time period 

may be notified as an extremis situation. TFU SOPs states that FS to EFC is 

allowed in these situations. These EFCs where trained in fire mission 
procedures before this rotation. 

(2) Steps in control 
(a) After PID on enemy, EFC asked for support at coy HQ (White compound 

in CHORA DC).
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(b) WLs deconflicted al! allocated air spt and GBFS and confirmed to coy HQ 

the use of own IDF asstes. 
(c) Coy HQ ordered a mission to own 81mm group or requested PzH spt to 

BG HQ. 
(a) PzH fire direction centre and BG ops are co-located to TFU ops, so this 

was the second step for deconfliction with other additional air space users. 
(e) After approval PzH engaged the requested target. 

iit) Counter battery fires 
Enemy engaged our troops and ANSF with 82mm mors. Time sensitivity and 

firepower in engagement were the biggest issues in the counter battery battle. To 

met these issues TFU decided to execute counter battery fires with the:PzH. All 

fires iso counter battery fires were 2 rounds FFE, In this way proportionality, 

subsidiary and LOAC were taken into account. Formal CDE was not a factor 

because these fires where shot in a self defence situation. 
iv) Fires in engagement area 

vy) 

The engagement area (west of vert 428 TB 21) is declared by COMTFUand was 

opened at 162015Lt by COM TFU and closed at 170900Lt by $3 BG. All 

harassing fires fired west of vert 428 TB 21 in this specific time, where in support 

of self defence of LL 1.0, ANSF and the Afhan people of CHORA DC. TFU 

troops had been observing this "confrontation line" over two weeks and TFU had 

several reports which state that LNs had left this area. Despite that, prior to the 

engagement on the night of the 16% of June, TFU PSE and PRT informed key 

leaders (and remaining LNs) on the fact that the had to leave the area asap. Fires 

shot west of vert 42S TB 2] where initiated and controlled by BG FSO from BG 

ops in Camp HOLLAND. A big factor of influence on this stand-off fires was the 

accuracy of the PzH fires shot in the morning under observation of own forces. 

The effect to be achieved was to disrupt the OMF with harassing fires iot prevent 

CHORA DC from being overrun. Single round fires were planned on known 

enemy hot spots and avenues of approach. By shooting one single round at the 

time proportionality, subsidiary and LOAC are taken into account in this self 

defence situation. 

Fire support to battle group attack iso OP TROY 

TEU decided not to engage pre-planned targets due to CDE regulations but only to 

act in case of self defence. 
vi) Fire support in DEH RASHAN area 

i) 

PzH shot rounds in the DEH RASHAN area. This is within the range of conven- 

tional HE ammunition. These fires were also in support of the ops TROY 

Harassing fires were al] shot on locations which met CDE regulations. Other fires 

were shot in support of TFU units, ordered to disrupt OMF, in self defence 

situations. Resistance in this OMF C2 node area was very fierce. Own forces 

observation state that the fires where very accurate. 

Air support 
Type of control 
All air spt was controlled by qualified JTACs. Two JTACs where 

capable. Almost all type IH] controlled missions where controlled by 

capable JTACs, so the JTAC had eyes on target and the environment for 

proportionality, subsidiary or field CDE concerns. Some type IH controls could not 

be controlled by due to distance or lack of eouipment, In this 

case “normal” Type III controls were done.
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ii) Fires in engagement area 

The engagement area (west of vert 428 TB(2, } is declared by COMTFUand was 

opened at 162015Lt by COM TFU and closéd at 170900Lt by $3 BG. All air spt 

engagements executed in that time were under control of a JTAC. 

iH) Outside line of sight target engagements 

Several targets where engaged based on definitive intel! reports. Field CDE 

concerns were taken in account by controlling JTAC and A/C pilot. Engagement is 

done because of targets imminent treat to the fights in CHORA DC (e.g. OMF C2 

nodes). E 

1v) Predatar control 

The predator is a very useful asset for improvement of SA, 

moor zi 

{ eden an | 

nn + i 

d) Deconfliction 

i) General 
TFU ops requested a Restricted Operations Zone (ROZ) around the CHORA area. 

This ROZ was 10am wide and FL200 high. A JTAC was controlling the ROZ on 

WINE 07. He was responsible for all deconfliction measures in the ROZ. In some 

cases the JTAC requested supporting A/C to take care of airspace deconfliction, 

this worked out really well. 

it) Engagement box 
The dedicated engagement box (east of vert 42S TB 21, west of vert 42S THD. 

north of vert 42S TB 37 and south of hor 42S TB 40) is not used for the assigned 

purpose (last stand for CHORA DC). 

Ar sp 

Because most JTACs were deployed east of vert 42S TB 21 they kept allocated 

A/C east of that grid line. Mortars where allowed to fire after approval of the 

controlling JTAC. PzH was allowed to fire west of vertical 42S TB 21 on demand 

or in the engagement area it a specified time bracket. 

iv) Different air assets 

Several times there where more air assets available at the same time (¢.g. 2/3 sets 

FW spt, predator, RW). Due to the fact that there was no direct comms between 

TFU Joint fires desk (Windmi!] TOC) and WLs in CHORA one of the JTACs was 

assigned by WLTOC to be the controlling JTAC on scene. Joint fires desk TFU 

ordered all incoming A/C to stack from FL 200 up with 20000ft and to check in 

with the controlling JTAC on a check-in frequency (WINE 07), the controlling 

JTAC pushed the different A/C to other JTACs (when available) on a strike 

frequency (WINE 02/CY AN12), 

iii) 

e) KIA/WIA/BATTLE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 
i} KIA/WIA 

(1) OMF 
OMF } 1 stated high numbers of OMF WIA and KIA after engagements 

with FS assets. These numbers are not confirmed yet. 

(2) LNs 
Till now there are no facts who prove that LNs died because of ISAF 



engagements. There are LNs who state that OMF killed their families or forced 

them to support the OMF ops and that OMF occupied their houses. 

ii} Infra structure 

(1) GBFS 
The observed impacts coased no collateral damage to other infra structures 
then the aimed target. Few collateral damage is seen by BG FSO observing 

UAV life feed movies from the engagement area on Sunday 17th of June. Not 

all impacts could be observed due to the leaves of the green zone. Last week 
several PRT specialists had been into that area with the intent to oversee 

collateral] damage. In their reports they confirm that there’s no collateral 
damage to infrastructure seen by them. 

(2) Air support 
(a). General 

All ammunition dropped by air support assets coased no collateral damage 

to other infrastructures than the aimed target. 

(b} Ammo problems 

Four DUDs. Three exploded at a second impact with an add bomb at same 

location. One DUD (UXO) still missing: Tgt grid: 41s QS 76064036. 

{e) Two bombs missed tgt. 

(i) 100 mirs northwest of 41s QS 76064036.No coll dam. 

(ii) 150 mtrs south of 41sQS76926446 in open field. No coll dam. 

f) CONCLUSIONS 
i) General 

Fire support assets proved to be a big force multipier on the battlefield. Because 

of these assets the enemy could be engaged on a stand off range. This is otie of the 
reasons why there where no cassualties accoring to the severe fights on our own 

troops. 
ii) GBFS 

(1) Ammunition 
A furthermore developed concept of shooting long range ammunition over the 

last months gave Joint fires the ability to advise COM TFU on the support with 
PzH in this extremis self defence situation. According this concept TFU took 

OC } in account the system fault and the Probable Error on this type of ammunition. 

(2) Qualified Forward observers (Q-FO) 

A Q-FO is the link to an enormous force multiplier. He is a high vallue asset 
for the OSC. Losing this valuable assets will significantly decrease firepower. 

iii) Air sy 

oo) EC vor i 

(2) Communications



(3) JTAC capacity 
(a) Manning 

(b) Equipment 

iv) RECOMMADATIONS 
(1) GBFS 

(a) Ammunition 

(i) Upg rade software on muzzle velocity and MICMOS ASAP 

Gi) Look into the possibility to perform an buy of Precision 
guided ammunition. This ammunition will decrease the probable error 
iot reduce collateral damage and to improve the effects to be achieved, 

ee _(b) Qualified Forward Observer (Q-FO) — ~ ~ ~ 

Q-FO has to be equiped with armoured vehicles to ensure their personal 

a ip and to have the appropriate workspace to do their job propperly. 

(2) Air su 

(a) 
@ Ll 
Gi) 

(b) Comnications 

(0, @ mnd 

(c) JTAC capacit 

@ 
Gi) 

CHIEF JOINT FIRES 
1(NLD/AUS) TFU 
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AFTER ACTION REPORT (AAR) 

NR TIC; OP TROY 
DTG: 150001LT JUN 07 until 212359LT JUN 07 

1) AREA OF OPERATION 
CHORA DC area 

2) COMPOSITION OF UNIT 
6x OMLT 
87x ANA 

6x ANP aprox 

3) MISSION/CONOPS OF UNIT 
a) Task 

Clear the green zone from the road leading from Ali Shirzai to the river crossing up to 
the vertical 20. 

b) Purpose 

Advance from Ali Shirzai to the vertical 20, or so far as feasible. Clearing the area of 
OMF and regaining the area previously lost to OMF. 

c) End state 

ISAF/ANSF are in control of the ground lost to OMF in the beginning of the battle. 
The Green zone is free of OMF and the CP’s at Kalah Kalah and Nyazi are once again 
in control of ANSF. 

4) EXECUTION 

Timing DTG 

(LOCAL) 
Action/Endstate 

15000 1jun07 3x OMLT and 50x ANA in support of the BG in the Chora area. 

Operating from the brown compound. ANA is mainly defending Ali 

Shirzai from the outskirts to prevent OMF inserting in to the rural 
area. 

170230jun07 aprox The situation in Chora is assessed as critical. The decision was taken 
to insert the remaining OMLT and ANA from TK into Chora asap. 

170900jun07 An additional 3x OMLT and 40x ANA where airlifted in to the 
Chora area. The initial mission was to land in to waves near the 
White compound to reinforce the ISAF forces at that location. If the 
LZ at the White compound would be unpermissive, the 

reinforcements would land five kilometres south of Ali Shirzai in 
the Desht and would perform a move to contact towards the white 

compound. 

171500jun07 6x OMLT and 30x ANA patrolled towards the river crossing and 
secured it until aprox 172200jun07. 

181100jun07 6x OMLT and 40x ANA secured the river crossing and performed 

patrol into the Green zone up to aprox 800 metres west of the MSR. 

Seven males were detained by the ANA, but where later released, 

when they where identified by the DC. 

18 evening jun 07 Issue of orders concerning the attack on the terrain lost to OMF in 
the previous days. 
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190930jun07 Start of movement from the ANA/OMLT from the Brown 
compound to the starting line of the attack. ANA was organised in 

three platoons of 28 each, supported by two OMLT each. 
Furthermore about six ANP acted as guides through the green zone. 

The ANA would advance on three axis through the green zone with 

all three platoons deployed. 

19101 2jun07 Start of the advance after some initial delay, caused by lack of air 

assets. : 
19 daytime jun 07 Advance through the green zone. Some delay occurred when the 

road in the north proved to be blocked by OMF, and the Dutch coy 

in the north could temporarily not support the ANA coy. During the 

advance the following was especially remarkable: 

qS Appeared 16 HAVETER tie battle Held a Good: 
sorder. The cattle was placed outside to graze, the house were 

left tidy and all houses were locked when they where left. 

- OMF appeared to have left in panic. The houses they had 
occupied where not locked, large quantities of fresh bread 
where found, the tea was still moderately warm. Furthermore 

boxes of ICOM batteries where found half empty lying on 
the flour. Some marihuana, grenades and ammunition where 

found. 
- The Quala’s OMF was using generally had a solid basement 

where they could shelter from the air raids and artillery fire 

as indicated by the few civilians still in the green zone. 

green zone. They where either guarding their cattle or 

moving towards the bazaar of Ali Shirzai as ordered by PSE. 

- Civilians indicated that 60 to 100 OMF where present in the 
green zone at the start of the attack. They appeared to have 

i fled in the western direction, Some where consequently 

killed by the supporting Dutch coys. Objectives of the attack 

where reached by aprox 1600 hrs. 

191600jun07 aprox 1* ANA pit was ordered to attack and conquer the CP at Kalah 

Kalah, 3th ANA pit was ordered to occupy the CP at Nyazi. gn 

ANA plt would remain in place until both CP’s would be in control 

of ANA. 
191620jun07 aprox on platoon ANA was engaged by OMF in an attempt by OMF to 

encircle the platoon. The ANA was able to prevent the encirclement 
in a short but intense close range fire fight. Consequently the qn 

platoon withdrew to the CP at Nyazi. 
19 night time jun07 ANA coy was divided over the two CP’s and remained there during 

the night. 

200400jun07 

L 

ANA at CP Kalah Kalah discovered movement in the green zone. 

Mortars at Ali Shirzai fired illumination rounds but no OMF could 
be identified. Later that morning from both CP’s ANA/OMLT 

patrols where organised back in to the green zone. Later that 

morning OMF started small and unorganised attacks on the CP’s. 

These could be dealt with easily. Although the patrol from Nyazi 

encountered OMF during the search of some suspicious Quala's, 

There was an intensive close quarters fire fight after which the 
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patrol could safely return to the CP. 
201200jun07 aprox Fighting in the Chora area came to a standstill and the situation 

appeared to have returned to normal. 

5) SITUATION OWN TROOPS INCL. COALITION FORCES) 

a) Personnel a 
i} KIA N 0 although one beheaded ANP was reported by the ANA. 

ii) WIA: 0 . 
ij) MIA i 0 

b) Logistic 

i) Equipment 

ii) Ammunition used 

5,56mm quantity unknown, 7,62mm quantity unknown, RPG Ix. 

6) ENEMY 
a) Intention of OMF 

b) Action taken by OMF 

see above 
c) Possible future OMF COA 

d) Detainees made by TFU 

none 
e) KIA/WIA/BATTLE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 

NFDK but casualities by OMF are likely. 

7) CIVILIANS 

Involvement on infrastructure and population 

Damage to Quala’s was minimal. Damage to crops was minimal. No death lifestock was 

found. 

8) LOCAL AUTHORITIES/SECURITY FORCES 

a) Involvement H see above 

b) Impact : see above 

c) KIA/WIA/MIA ; see above 

9) LEGAL AUTHORITIES 
NFDK 

10) MEDIA PRESENCE 
None. 

11)COMMANDERS ASSESSMENT 

ANA performed excellent, especially basic infantry skills where above expectations. Total 

operation was a complete success!!! 
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COM OMLT 
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1 (NLD/AUS) TF URUZGAN 
Patrol report TPT Commander 

SOI PSE 

MISSION SECRET REL TO AUS / NATO / ISAF 

ISAF 
an E) 

Patrol Report PSE TPT in CHORA 

Name: local people in the vicinity of Chora Coord: CHORA Date: 19-06-07 

It was 4920 
moved further Tebosiion tango 2 grid TB 229 377, 
seconds later (78 Start Send Gut ourmessage 
After we drove to the second location tango 1 grid TB 224 373 Welsend the messag 
We heard on the radio that several people went to the west because there was the road fo the 
south. We also see that some people moved because we had a good view at the green zone. 
After sending our message at location tango twe moved back to our location tango 2 next to the 

vehicle of the bravo section of unit 3-5 

the morning?We moved to a jerra grid TB 236 371. we 
Aar m2 F-16 past by, a few 

The message: 

Attention, attention, this is ISAF 

ANA and ANP supported by ISAF are going to destroy the Taliban. 

Please leave your house and go south to a safe place 

Leave your house it will be safer for you and your children. 

We are going to destroy the taliban, leave your house and go south, it is better for your safety 

Translated by interpreter 

Attachment A Translation Pasthun 

Originator: 

Date 22-06-2007 

Page 1 oft 
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~ ATTENTION: 
Attention, Attention, this message is not for the honorable people of Chora, but for the insurgents who are not confident enough to speak their thoughts openly. We send this message for them to receive. 7 

SITUATION: 
We know how you operate. We know that you want to pay innocent people to risk their lives for you, because you are self to scared to attack us. But we also know that the 
innocent people only want peace. And that they will only help you because you threaten them. The people know that ISAF and the GoA can provide them with long lasting safety and hope for the future. And if the people report to us that you threaten them, you know we will help them and find you and stop your violent acts. 

CONSEQUENCE: 
When you force innocent people to attack us, you know that we see them as a threat and we will have to defend ourselves. You also know that we are not here to harm people, because we want to help people instead. You say you are fighting a honorable war, but forcing other people to do the jobs you think are to dangerous, isn’t honorable at all. 

ACTION: 
Stop using innocent people to work for you. Fight your own war. [f you do not want to fight anymore, surrender to ISAF or ANP forces. We will treat you good. You can have a second chance. Everyone makes mistakes. Don’t let those mistakes kill you. 

REPETITION: 

T repeat: We know how you operate. Stop using innocent people to work for you. You can surrender and be treated well. Choose a honorable and peaceful solution. 

TIJDEN GEBED: 

0430-0515 uur Mensen mogen zelf bepalen wanneer ze bidden tussen deze tijden, 1300-1545 uur BEHALVE als een moskee is! Dan bepaald de moskee de tijd. 1730-1830 uur De tijden zijn op elke dag hetzelfde, ook op de vrijdag. De tijden 1910-1930 uur veranderen wel, afhankelijk van de zonsopkomst en ondergang 2030-0300 uur (eerder bidden of later). 

Gespreksonderwerpen LS: 

-We weten dat de mensen in Chora onschuldig zijn; 
-We hebben dit bericht uitgezonden in de hoop dat de insurgents het ontvangen; -Wat vond je van het bericht? 
-Heb je last van insurgents en kunnen wij misschien helpen? 
-Weet je iets over insurgents? 
-Bijv. dat ze geld bieden om handgranaten te gooien? 

(Vere ig ook oon de bevolen aman.



Cy
 

EA
 

t 
Supplement H (SMO report CHORA) 

_ “* dSitrep SMO/ Med Advisor TFU- ATF dd 240800 LT June 07 

A. General 
1. During the battle voor CHORA a NLD soldie .d of his wounds and three NLD 

soldiers were lightly injured due to a mortarrolnd exploding in a 81mm Mor tube (18th of June 
2007). Casualties were MEDEVACed to the Role II NLD TK; lightly wounded returned to their 
unit the next day, after being treated for their wounds. 

2. Two lightly wounded of the SVBIED attack in TK on the 15" of June were brought over to the 
Netherlands for further treatment. One of the wounded has been brought to the CMH in Utrecht 
for further observation and additional treatment 

3. Duirng the raid on a JED facility in TK on the 22th of June, 13 detainees have been made. One 
detainee was shot in his both upperlegs, for which he had been surgically treated in the NLD 
Role li TK. Later that morning 4 more detainees have been made byt __ “Sanded over 

to the NLD Detainee facility, for their involvement in the IED-production. On medical environment 
no further issues. 

4 
B. Medical medical care issues 

NSTR. 

C. Medical care Afghanistan 

1. Role 1 
1. General 

1. Day-temperatures this week around 35-40 Degrees Celsius (Heat-stress index 

was BLACK entire period) 
2. Medical complaints mostly on skin disorders 

2. KAF: NSTR 
3. TK: NSTR 
4. DR: NSTR 

2. NLD Role 2 (enhanced) TK 
1. General: NSTR 
2. Hospitalizations: 26 in total, of which: 17 x ISAF (6 x WIA, 1 x NBI, 11 x Dis), 2 x 

ANSF (WIA), 6 x LN (2 x WIA, 3 x NBI, 1 x dis) and 1 x detainee (WIA). 
3. Average use of IC Beds: 24% 

4. Average use of Care Beds: 46% 
5. Evacuated to other facilities/ MTF's: 2 
6. Surgical operations: 7 in total: (2 x ISAF, 1 x ANSF, 3 x LN, 1 x detainee). 
7. Clinical consults: 6 in total, of which: 1 x ISAF (NBI), 3 x ANSF (WIA) en 2 x LN (NBI) 

8. Deceased: 2 in total, of which: (1 x ISAF, 1 x LN) 
9. Work palcement SF-medics 1306-1107 on Rale 2 TK, Role 1 DR, Role 3 KAF 

3. Role 3 KAF: 
NSTR 

4. NLD bloodbanks 
1. General: NSTR 
2. KAF: operational 
3. TK: operational 
4, Heimand: operational 

D. Rotary Wing Medevac capacity 
4. Medevac- requests by TFU 

e 18 Juni: Chora- TK due to wounded of use of 81mm Mor. 

Supplement H (SMO report CHORA)



Supplement H (SMO report CHORA) 

2 

e 18 Juni: Chora- TK due to ANP WIA 

« 19 Juni: Poentjak- TK due to NLD soldier with appendicitis 

* 27 Juni: DR-TK due te 2 LNs with shotwounds involved in family related conflict. 

« 23 Juni: Chora/Sarab-TK due to NLD soldier with severe de-hydration. 

Total amount of other MEDEVAC missions to Role H NLD TK : none 

E. Assessment support to local national healthcare facilities and/or loca! national popualtion, 
1. 

F. HPG 

NSTR 

Chora: Assessed due to fightings around Chora 61 focal nationals were brought to CHC- Chora 
{comprehensive health center): 56 x shrapnel-/ bulletwounds, 5 x burning wounds. 11 wounded 
referred to TK Hospital, of whom one patient being treated by Role Il TK NLD (child with gun- 
shot owund to lower leg) and two patients being treated by US FST FOB RIPLEY. AT the end of 
this week all patients that were submitted were once again discharged. Originated shortages on 
immediate used medication (first direct aid) in CHC-CHORA (especially analgetics, antibiotics, 
intravenal fluids) on request of the AHDS by PRT TK being measured by delivering available 
MEDCAP-medication 
DR: Sick call Camp Tycz expired by Medical spupport platoon C-coy DR for use at CHORA 
(deliverd by Role | DR one medical transport group) 

G. REPATS / Specialistical research 
21 June: 3 soldiers BG TFU arrive by shuttle at EINDHOVEN from KABUL. 

1 
2. 

1x relapsed kidney-stone. 
2 x shrapnel-/ burns after IED attack of 15th of June. 
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Report AAR COM BG on the Battle of CHORA 15th-21st of June 07 

AAR on the battle of Chora 15th ~ 21" of June 2007 

During the period of 26" until 16" of June, the situation in and around Chora was tense but 
under control. Almost daily TICs occurred varying in intensity and duration, but always 

demanding full attention for the proper balance of use of power and used assets. Depending of 

the threat assessments, | decided from time to time to attach more force elements in Chora or 

withdraw some wherever possible. This also heavily depended on forces needed elsewhere in 

the AOR for operations, either being counter-insurgency, force protection operations, or 

combat operations. 

The 16th of June at 0400, an attack was launched by the OMF from the west with a secondary 

attack in the east. At that moment two motorized platoons and 50 pax ANA were present ivo 
Chora. At first, it seems to be an attack as we already got used to, trying to harass our 

operations and demoralize the ANSF at the checkpoints. However, the intensity of mortar fire 

and the amount of forces deployed by OMF later that day showed that we were dealing with a 

different type of attack. At the end of the afternoon, the ANP checkpoints in the west were 

overrun and the pressure on Sarab hill was enormous. Even in the city center fights were 

going on. The present and available coalition forces were not able to contro! the situation and 
the district center was about to fall into enemy hands, The first displaced persons told stories 

of execution of civilians by OMF and use of force to fight alongside the OMF. 

OSC asked me what to do, was ISAF about to extract or do we stand? 

I discussed the situation with Com TFU and due to the strategic value of preserving Chora 

and not abandon the afghans and offer them to OMF’ revenge, the decision was made to stand 

and hold. Duri neeting-also:the difficulties of defending ght-and-the. possible 

lateral day t ight oceur;were.discussed. All items were discussed in length and all 

possible measures 5 to prevent collateral damage were taken, but also the threat on both afghan 

population and coalition forces were taken into account. 

Although the chance of civilian casualties was identified, we decided that Chora was to be 

defended at all costs. We decided to engage the strong line (vertical 21 more or less) with 

artillery and attack point targets with FW under the control of JFACs. Due to the impossibility 

of direct observations, the artillery fire was led from within the HQ: before,.w: 

engage OMF, -weecontacted tHErANP, AN; -population:to 

move to the east-and:inform-ns-about-the-moment all that were able were east-of the vertical 
21 

I ordered some force elements to prepare to move with me to Chora ASAP, and | 

simultaneously started a fire support campaign for the besieged troops at Chora. 

When I arrived at Chora early in the morning of the 17°, the pressure on the OMF (arty and 

fw) had forced the OMF to withdrew from the city center and to regroup/reorganize both in 

the east and west. We encountered pes 100 displaced persons leaving the city. Fheyainformed 

us.aboutthe-killing,of cixi Li s:butsalso,somercausedsbyounfire-suppoytsT hey were 
thankfull for our decision to stay and hoped they could return to their homes soon. We also 
visited the city hospital, and tried to identify the necessary help they needed. The first need 

was the transport of injured people. After intermediation this was executed by 12-15 vehicles 
the next day! 

During the day I commanded the fights in the eastern sector, while the western sector 

regrouped. At 2000, after reinforcing my coy commander with two platoons, I moved back 
under protectic K for planning future operations. 
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Report AAR COM BG on the Battle of CHORA 15th-21st of June 07 

My siaff presented me the COA with regard to a possible counterattack. I decided to attack 

robust and quick in order to solve the problem with OMF in Chora decisively. My own 

a coy staff) back to Chora. In Chora I did my orderbrief to my subordinated commanders 

(Com Acoy, Com B Coy and the Com ANA coy). I also coordinated with militialeaders that 

wanted to join us in order to liberate the DC. 

Due to the available extra forces I changed my plan for the counterattack. I identified better 

communication and coordination measures; therefore the plan could be adapted to the new 

situation. 

it was also clear that my subunits were at the end of their strength due to the heavy combat 

they had seen in both the Derafshan area and Chora. They were tired, but full of confidence 

with the plan and followed without any complaint! 

19" of June, 1000 hrs, the attack was launched after TPT had informed the OMF to leave the 

area within 20 mins or lay down their weapons. 

My BG attacked over 3 axes of advance in the west, a screening operation in the southeast 

and a simultaneous attack of militia at Sarab en the greenzone between Sarab and the DC. 

All fire*support was tosbesapproved-by-me-personally-in order to coordinate with force 

movements and to discriminate possible collateral damage. 

After 8 hours of severe fighting, we reached the western entrance of the Chora valley and was 

the eastern sector under control. 

Directly after consolidating, ANSF (ANA) took over the former checkpoints Kala Kala and 

Niazi and started patrolling the greenzone in between. The BG forces were in overwatch and I 

withdrew the unneeded troops to the dasht south of Chora. 

Not earlier than the 23rd of June all was quiet and could I return to a force presence equal to 
the presence of the period before June 16". 
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AFTER ACTION REVIEW OPERATION “AARDSCHOK” (EARTHQUAKE) 

Today I received the message that I had to write an AAR on our operations in CHORA during 

the fighting. 
In this letter 1 will outline the fights, focus in detail on a number of highlights and touch on 

our lessons leamed as much as possible 

The precise dates I have to check with the radio logbook that is being kept at the Bat OPS. 

.I will start my story with the night from 13 to 14 June 2007. 1InfPit was present in an opsbox 

1,5km NE of ALI SHISAI when we received the message from the Bat OPS, during the night, 

that there were OMF-activities of approx 300 fighters in SARI (800m in front nf 1 InfP1n 
According to the duty-officer this information was received from! 
Later on in the night we had air assets overhead to watch, among other locations, SARI and 
then a quala was found in which potentially a number of OMF were sleeping. We could see 

ae nnn Ne huages 
wwe not completely Clear auw « + a a recon flight by our AU's. It took a long time until 
finally the message came from TK that no flight would be carried out. 
Lessons Learned: Determine possible targets by using, for instance, the AH-64D. 

s 

For days we had been asking for an extension of the ROE’s. During the first fights around the 

post KALA KALA in CHORA we had ROE available. With the ending of 

OP RABENHAUPT these ROE’s were no longer mandated to me. The BG was also working 

hard to get these ROE’s for the troops in CHORA. It was a long time coming. 

The situation in the rest of the area was, that there was occasional! shooting near the posts on 

the W-houndarv and “ere mas reporting of a concentration of troops ii the East, near 

SARAL 28 a. Ga 

At the White Compouna 1 was a vvuuug ain guus vi puuweinen, uibal leaders, village elders 

and many others. who wanted to see the district chief or us for whatever reason. 

During the night from 14 to 15 June the opsbox NE of the city had been taken over by 2 
InfPit, 2 InfPlt was informed about the imminent threat in SARI, the many possible fighters 

that were spotted by | InfPlt and they) were actively observing the sector. The District Centre 

itself was closed of by ANA units. een 

Oe TT Yarlier in the night 2 InfPlt had observed a lot ot 
mn | se a oR al on eer ve position, From “Deterrence” we went over to “Fight” when 

tonfirmation was received that we were firing in 

vlee zg 
weapons became visible and” 

the right direction with our guns. 

On the day of the 15® June we checked a number of quala’s together with ANA. This had no 

result. 

Because my 1* and 2™ platoon had been active for a while in the opsboxes W and E of the 

town, I decided to pull back these platoons to the WC for the following night. Early in the 

morning of 16 "=== we received a message about the moving of troops from the East towards 
SARAB. Viz * group of approx 80 pax could be seen, who were moving 

in single column S around the SAKAB valley. Fixed Wing was overhead and I reported to the 

Bat OPS, that I perceived the column as a threat, although no weapons could be seen. At that 
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moment there was no senior present at the Bat OPS. The Fixed Wing had to leave in support 

ofa TIC near a US FOB. 
During this phase I really missed the mandate. 

Lessons learned: Give the right mandate to a unit on time, An attack could not be 
avoided in these days and was just a matter of time. 

Around 0500 hrs fire-fights started near the CP KALA KALA and NIASI with a large group 

of OMF. The DC is asleep and his phone is switched off. Also the battery has run empty when 

he does tum it on. The 2 platoons at the WHITE COMPOUND were woken up and 

immediately directed to the opsbox NE of the town. 3 InfPit was in firing contact almost 

immediately at CP NIASY, receiving fire also from quala’s at the vertical 21. AH-64D were 

in support near the Westboundary, engaging targets and flew to the East to observe the 

situation. However on the East side were no targets to be seen! 1 indicate OMF 

advancement in the East around the police posts in that area. At the perimeter of the town, 

groups of men were spotted advancing towards the centre. Because they could not be PID, 

shots were fired overhead from the opsbox NE and from the rooftop of the WHITE 

COMPOUND to keep them at bay. 

3 InfPlt was combating targets by direct fire in the greenzone in the area of vertical 21 and 

around both police posts. TB-leader SADAM was killed in this fight. 

~~ uld be heard that there was heavy fighting going on in the East on and around 

Me puure posts. Smoke could be seen on SARAB hill. Targets could still not be identified 

from the air, 

Around the CP KALA KALA and NIASI the situation around 09.30 hrs was that there was 

enormous firing from several directions both directed at the posts and at 3 InfP!t. During this 

turmoil a live hand grenade exploded inside a PATRIA APC, The vehicle could not move 

anymore at that time. Meanwhile the OMF had started to use 82mm mortars against the posts 

and the position of 3 InfPlt. 

CAS engaged targets on the West boundary and I had to call back 3 InfPit to my location in 

order to repair the PATRIA and to look after the PC, who broke a finger under one of the 

hatches. 

When 3 InfPlt was gone from the opsbox, I sent 2 InfPlt to take over their positions, after a 

short recup. At 12.41 hrs MUTALIB, HEKMAT and SOMA (TB edrs) started a new attack 

on the West boundary. a 
In the SARAB-valley © ~ len into TALIBAN hands 
and his house was suri — TALIBAN had positions in in several locations and when we 

had a PID we were able to engage these targets with our own means and with CAS. 12 and 24 

conducted these operations on the West boundary. 

At 16,26 hrs 24 supported 12 in advancing north towards the West boundary in support of 

post NIASI. 10 minutes later 12 was in a firing contact and 24 was under attack from mortars. 

Using the “sawing” method, 24 had to fight targets also at the edge of the village QUAL EH 

YE RAGH, square 2237 on the map. Enemy mortar positions were engaged by our own 

mortar group. Within 5 minutes we had destroyed 2 mortar positions, but especially mortar 

fire directed at the posts persisted. At 16.59 hrs the ANP abandoned the KALA KALA post. 

The posts had run out of ammunition and the police car sped East in a shower of bullets. 12 

saw the body of a policemen that was killed in the crossfire falling from the back of the car. 

Another policeman that was following on a motorbike did not get far either. The retreat of the 

remaining handful of policemen was partly covered by 24 and by the AH-64D’s that had 
arrived a bit later. At 18.32 hrs the platoons at the West boundary reported 50% Class 5 

(ammunition). At dusk it was still turbulent in the Western part of the district and in the 

SARAB valley. 
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After the post at NIASI had fallen, I called back 2 InfPit partially to vertical 215 and vertical 

225, The road from BALUCHI to ALI SHIRSAI is canalising with a capital C and the danger 

of being cut off was large. 

Lessons learned: 
1. A large PRT delegation is needed in high threat areas 

2. A plan for humanitarian aid should be made as standard. We knew the clinic in 

the town was not more than a general practitioners practice. We knew that 

refugees could come to the town. We knew that fighting causes damage. 

3. As the boss F say with hindsight: “If only I had known about the ABARKI-system 

from DW”, This is the defence of areas organised and led by tribal elders and 
village elders. All you need is a strong leader in the district, Therefore impossible 

in CHORA. The arrival o — 75 _anged this and he managed to make it 
work. 

4, During pauses in the fighting I called back units to re-supply and recuperate. The 

actual staring into the eyes of your men is important. I swapped 3 InfPlt for 2 

InfPit after this. 

In the night from 16 to 17 June a number of targets were engaged by CAS. Among these were 

the objects 4022, 4074 and 4131. 

On the 17 June it is quiet at 05.00hrs, At 05.45 hrs Cdr ANA reports that TALIBAN have 

taken positions in the village of QUAL EH YE RAGH. 

Near 2 InfPlt's location and 24 large groups of people are moving from the West. These 
groups vary in size from 100, 75 and 60 pax, taking casualties with them in wheelbarrows and 

sometimes in the trailer of a tractor. 2 InfPlt also witnesses the burying of a large group of 

bodies in a large grave in the area of vertical 223. 

ANA reports that TALIBAN have sent people awav from their homes on the West side. 

Loca! Police reports that the house of’ . sf of Police in SARAB) has 

been destroyed and that it is unknown where “a cdr on SARAB-hill) is. 

At 09.17 hrs I send the OMLT to the clinic to size up the situauon. At that moment there are 

11 wounded and | deceased persons. All shops are closed in the town. CH-47’s arrive to 

reinforce ANA. We send 3R along to have his broken finger looked after. 
Most of the day there is a lo {bout upcoming actions in SARAB anc 

on preparations and movement of the TALIBAN. 
“Where is the ASP?” is a question many in CHORA ask at that time. 
During the day there is sporadic SAF from the West and an occasional explosion can be 

heard "~~". reported that there is fighting between groups of TALIBAN. 
On enough Class V (ammunition) for everyone and orders all to go back. 

05 1s hopeiu: „ „en they leave for SARAB-valley to support, but gets into a firing contact in 

the “saddle” towards SARAB-valley. The saddle is controlled by TALIBAN. With CAS 

identified targets on the ridgeline are engaged. 

At 17.20 hrs the recce-platoon is in a firing contact on the Southbank (252 381). The group of 

TALIBAN is growing stronger and possibly there are people coming form a nearby mosque 

253 386) 
overheard: 

- Ine post on SARAB is on fire 

- The Saddle (292 388) is controlled by TALIBAN 
- At MASAR GHAR has to be a TALIBAN C2 location. 

With occasional firing contacts and active target engagements we enter the night. 
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The morning of 18 June has an early start. There are approx 100 pax in front of the WHITE 

COMPOUND among which are a number of tribal leaders’ a 
f ar we „arty wants to go to SARAB anu we uv 

triangle of BARAKZAI They are going to take care of the situation themselves it is 

promised.f_~ ants to keep his own area free of any enemy (village KARBALA). 

24 runs into a firing contact and while the crowd receives directions, we support 24 with our 

mortar group. 

In front of the WHITE COMPOUND people are shouting for ammunition and weapons. The 
DC is going around aimlessly nagging for ammunition. [ take him aside and instruct him to 
have all friendly forces wear a red/white ribbon around their arm. The roll of ribbon 

disappears quickly into the crowd and again I take him apart for a quick talk. I give him 15 

minutes to sort things out, otherwise the whole thing will be called off. With the use of a 

loudspeaker finally some structure can be out into the situation. The tape, thickly wrapped 

around heads and weapons, is put around the right arm. I take the DC and the CoP aside to ask 

them to use their supplies, which I know they have. police chief) 

leaves and returns with a vehicle full of ammunition. Together with the DC I walk to his 
residence on the WHITE COMPOUND. There is a lot there. A ridiculous amount actually for 

his own bodyguards. When in the office, an explosion causes pieces of the ceiling to fall 

down and shatters windows. An explosion in one of our mortar positions results in 1 KIA and 

3 WIA of our own troops. A tragic accident. 

It needs no further explanation that this has an enormous impact on a unit. 

Meanwhile the gathered militia have been put into vehicles and moves in column, escorted by 

05, on the south bank towards SARAB-valley. 

Later on in the afternoon at 15.39 hrs 05 once again runs into a firing contact on the south 

bank. Use of .338 and .50 wins us the battle. : 
At the end of the afternoon an ANP casualty is announced to us, who was hit in the face. 

Everything below the nose is missing. Later on, at the end of the afternoon the wounded 
finally arrives, just as Cdr BG is present at the WHITE COMPOUND himself to plan the 

counterattack. A request for MEDEVAC is put forward and the casualty (still alive) is 

transported to TK. 

Early in the evening there is again some 82 mm mortar fire. These targets are engaged by 

Windmill 68 and 66. Also a C2 node is pointed out by militia fighters and 05 is able to 

identify the object by insight into the terrain and the object can be engaged by Windmill 68. 

The rest of the evening was mainly taken up by commanding the troops, mostly via radio. 
In the morning of 19 June, unit 26 and its assets arrived on the base en also 12 came to our 

location. By using a large drawing and the commanders kit (box of building blocks) we 

repeated the planned move. 

We were able to conduct the move according to plan. When moving forward 26 encountered a 
barrier made out of rocks of 500-1000 kgs, After conducting the search | moved the EOD up 

from the WHITE COMPOUND to clear the barrier, together with 26 and G. 

All this time we had a ridgeline team in the mountains N of our location, consisting of 4 pax 

En _ rom 2 InfPlt, As the operation progressed they played an 

important role. They were invaruaule for marking targets for CAS and fighting TALIBAN by 

direct fire. 

Eventually we could press on after the rocks were blown up. The outer line of ANA we 
coordinated on the batconet. The choice was made for the wadi N-S near vertical 20. 

ANA were tempted into running after a TALIB on vertical 20 and had become stuck with 1 
platoon in the greenzone. Supported by FIXED WING they struggled their way back to 

NIASI. Following on both posts were occupied by ANA and our OMLT. 
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In support (because ANA has no heavy weapons and no night vision capability) unit 26 and 
05 remained active in the area near both posis. 
Lessons learned: 

1. Deployment of a group on high ground has proved useful. They can observe, 
mark targets and fight targets, 

2. Fire coordination during a contact is difficult when there are units fighting both 
North and South, Bullets fired from the south ricocheted and landed between the 
units in the north. 

So far this is my account on the fighting up to an including the counterattack. 

nt 
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From: TK BG-CP01-B_COY 
Sent: woensdag 27 juni 2007 10:19 
To: TK BG-CP01-CMD 
Subject: AAR 15-27 juni (UK) 
What proceeded: 

In the period proceeding the 15th of June tension rose in particular in CHORA. Out of 
several conversations in the area of operations it became clear that the OPPOSING 
MILITARY FORCES (OMF) would pick up their weapons again after the poppy 
harvest was finished. The poppy harvest in the DARAFSHAN area would end by the 

third week of May. To counter thie fhrast th~ --gration HUNTER FOX started in close 
cooperation with Cc ___ fhe commander's intent behind 

this operation was to get insight in the reported gathering of OMF in the entrance of 
the BALUCHI VALLEY/ north side of the DARAFSHAN area with specific focus on 
the C2 nodes. During the entire operation there were engagements with OMF on a 
daily basis. During the first 2 days we received mainly 82mm mortar fire and small 
arms fire (SAF). On day 3 there was a large scale attack on the observation post of 

69 Cc ..2 engagement lasted over 2 hours, even the deployment of 

fixed wing and armoured artillery had no noticeable effect on the attacking OMF. 

Simultaneously the OMF seemed to have started a new campaign aimed at the CF 
and GoA LoC by placing IED’s. Since > .D-facilitators could not 
be more specified at that point in time Twas decided to do a SOFT KNOCK TOCK 

SEARCH (SKTS) on two qualas that where suspected. The first one took place on 

the 9" of June on the quala 141, just north of the PB POENTJAK. The operation was 

executed with ANA, 24, 69 and 05. The result was 2 small arms, 2 hand grenades 
and the remains of some (Dutch) mortar grenades. The main effect of the operation 

was to send out the signal to OMF that the CF is actively searching for [ED- 

facilitators. Due to the deteriorating situation | deployed with 24 en 69 to a staging 

area (SA) south of CHORA (a location better know as the saddle). We immediately 
received fire from the ridge on our Westside. This location was engaged with 25mm 
and 81mm MR. £ ~~ foreign military advisor got killed. The next day 

we linked up with zo anu vurs un our location. Since the tension in the area did not 

increase any further at that time, | moved back to TK with 26 and OOR. 24 stayed in 

the saddle and drew fire whenever moving further north. The following day (13° of 
June) we re-supplied the ANP post of MAZULLAH and the ANP posts in the CHORA 

district with ammunition. At the end op the day of the 14" | deployed 69 in a 

screening position around the village of SEYYEDAN, and specific the quata 329. The 

quala supposedly belonged to an IED facilitator. 

15'" of June 2007: 
At daybreak on the 15" 24 joined the SA of 26, just south of the village of 
SEYYEDAN. At 0600 the inner and outer cordon were established. To our surprise 
only women and children were present in the quala. The ANA warned the inhabitants 
to come out of the quala. They entered the quala and secured it within minutes. This 
phase was direct followed by an intensive search executed by G (engineers) and 26. 
Result of the operation was 3 small arms, a few hand grenades, some fuses, stacks 
of documents, Pakistani money and passports. Due to the portraits on the wail ANA 
was convinced that they were at the right location. The operation was finished around 

11.30 and all units returned to the staging area. Around midday we saw a huge 
explosion in the centre of TK. It turned out to be a SVBIED attack on the patrol of 25. 
The first armoured personnel carrier was heavily damaged and we suffered 1 KIA 
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and 3 WIA. Amongst the civilian casualties were a lot of children who were running 
alongside our vehicles at the time of the explosion. Immediately following the 
explosion with 25, the SA of the SKTS was attacked by 1x107mm rocket and SAF 

(probably PKM) from the direction of FEROSHA. After we returned fire with 25mm | 
moved out with 26 and 69 towards the KOWTWAL CROSSING. 24 was supposed to 
stay behind to monitor the effects of the SKTS in the area. Following the exchange of 
fire | decided to move 24 to SHAH MANSUR since | did not want to leave them 
engaged on the WESTBANK. Staying behind with 24 myself was not an option since 
it became clear that one of the soldiers of 25 was (aimost certainly) KIA. White 

moving towards the KOWTWAL CROSSING, 26 were fired upon for the second time 
by SAF from unknown direction. 26 followed the riverbed of the RUD E DARAFSHAN 

southwards. On the crossing of the RUD E DARAFSHAN and the TERI RUD, they 
again drew SAF from the green zone. The ANA dismounted and tried to find the 
source of the SAF but were unsuccessful. 24 moved to a RON ivo SHAH MANSUR. 

16" of June 2007: 
Due to the rapidly deteriorating situation in CHORA, 24 was deployed north of the 
saddie, where they were engaged immediately. In the course of the day the situation 
deteriorated further, which led to the decision to bind OMF at the entrance of the 

BALUCHI VALLEY. The intent of that operation was to draw OMF assets away from 
CHORA and tie them at both ends of the BALUCHI VALLEY. Around 1700 26 and 69 
were deployed in CROW 1 #7 

17°" of June 2007: 
26 deployed in CROW 2 at first light. 69 remained in CROW 1.” 

oo ewhere around 1000, engaged from the green zone 
and within minutes 26 also drew fire at CROW 2 with 82mm, RPG's and SAF. 
Despite of CAS by 2x A10, the OMF did not withdraw and the engagement sustained 
for more than 2 hours. During the engagement .vived that OMF were to 

be reinforced by 150 fighters coming from the CHhunn ac... hermore a number 

of OMF key-leaders were present in the DARAFSHAN area during the operation 

(MULLAH AMANULLAH and HAMDULLAH AKHUNZADA). Besides that the 
encounter was much more intense and fierce then on previous occasions and OMF 

deployed more weaponry. Before last light we moved out to SHAH MANSUR to do a 

dismounted patrol. The overwatch was engaged with a burst of PKM, but since we 

were not able to find a point of origin we did not return fire. 

18" of June 2007: 
26 and 68 went RTB at first light that morning. In the cause of the morning the 
situation deteriorated is such a way that it was decided to deploy 26 and 69 once 
again in the saddle. 35 and 11 joined us at that location at the end of the day. In the 
afternoon | went to the WHITE COMPOUND (WC) together with OOR to make the 

plans for the next day. Later that evening | briefed 26, 69, 35 and 11 on the current 
situation and the plans for the next day, knowing that the combat organisation was to 
be adjusted by first fight the next day. 

19" of June 2007: 
26 and 69 reported to 10R on the WC to receive further orders. | myself started my 

issue of orders at 0600 that morning for the operation on the southern axle. At 1000 
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we passed the SL and 35 were almost directly engaged from the green zone. 35 

countered this with 25mm and 81mm. 24 advanced towards the police post KALA 
KALA and deployed on the southern mountain ridge followed by 11. At the point 
when 24 and 11 were in position on the South and 26 and 12 in the North the ANA 
advanced through the green zone. Especially this movement led to huge distress 
amongst OMF probably because they did not foresee this. During this advance OMF 
engaged ANA several times by SAF en RPG, With 25mm and CAS several groups of 
OMF were attacked, Around noon the ANP Post of KALA KALA and NIAZY were 
recaptured and occupied by ANA. After ANA started their patro! schedule through the 
green zone, 24 and 11 moved back to the SA, 35 stayed in position in the saddle. 

20" of Sune 2007: 
In the morning | went for re-supplies to the WC with 24, Afterwards 24 deployed 
again on the Southern ridge till 18.30 then moved back once again to the SA. 

21* of June 2007: 
At 07.00 moved back to TK. 

OC Bcoy 42 BG 
oo 1 
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Brief summary visit Chora Health Centre (CHC) JUNE 220915 — JUNE 221115 2007 

‘The objective of the visit was twofold: to assess the actual state of affairs concerning the wounded 
civilians within the CHC and to find leads from medical staff concerning persistent rumors on gross 
human rights violations (HRV) that were allegedly committed in the period June 16-19 in the vicinity of 
Chora. In summary the conclusion would be that the situation conceming the wounded civilians does not 
reflect the reports that were submitted during the days of the fighting and that relevant figures will have to 
be scaled down. As for the HRY, initial assessment would be that they were in fact committed, and that 
scale and ferocity need further investigation. 

The exchange of views with the medical st 

es VONG Ht Cie we an ee ags on 
vs wie IIG, The VENUE Wines … „Cy and operating rooms are located. The following 

facts of relevance can be summarized as follows: 

The number of patients that entered into the CHC on the first day of fighting (JUNE 16) was 
confirmed as 42; 

The number of patients admitted during the following days concur with the figures as reported by 
FS-H over the last week; 

As of yesterday ali patients have been discharged. Currently the CHC has no patients under 
treatment; 

The medical emergency supplies that were sent by pouch from TK(PRT) to CHC on JUNE 20 
have in fact arrived (pictures available); 

From the lengthy discussion on nature of injuries treated and type of treatment it transpired that 
all but five patients had suffered battle injuries. The other five had suffered severe burns (see 
below); 

- The medical staff has managed to record cell phone movie of approx 16 mins, all of which was 
shot on the first dav of fichtinof ae . ee - or zi Eend 
= = 772 7 mj ad 

4 

- Thé tour we made through the medical facilities included a male inpatient room, female inpatient 
room, delivery room, bathrooms, laboratory, doctor’s room and a pharmacy (pictures available) 
Remarkably, the trolley in the first aid room was covered with pinkish stains, that could later be 
identified as Gentian Blue (a fluid that is commonly used for treatment of burns): 
The overall impression would be that all primary health care facilities, including supplies are 
available; the state of facilities can be described as clean and well maintained. Staff was 
cooperative and appears professional. However, they feel unprotected and therefore cannot leave 
the medical compound for safety reasons. On top, they indicated to be fearful of Tabiban revenge 
any time. 

As for the patients that were brought in with severe burns, Dr. Matiullah (the pharmacist) 
indicated these were probably not injuries caused by battle. He specified that he had seen a 
woman that suffered from 3“ degree burns (100%), and two males (50%) and two children with 
similar injuries. 
As the discussion as to the cause of the injuries was inconclusive, the case should be further 
looked into, to more so as Dr. Matiutlah indicated that there may be more cases that he is not 
aware of. 
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Brief summary of meetings held and places visited from JUNE 231900 — JUNE 251500 

1) Following the meeting at the ANP station in SARAB JUNE 23, our interpreter +d with us 
an observation based on conversations he had with locals over the last few days. luv: specifically, a 

number of locals have confirmed the story that: 

The first days of the fighting OMF have kept local inhabitants in a gala North West of SARAB. 
They were unable to leave their house as the gala was in the line of fire. OMF then either killed 

the locals, subsequently provoked CF aerial assault that proved accurate (destroying the 

evidence), or the locals were killed by a CF aerial attack that missed the OMF target and hit the 

gala instead. The number of locals killed allegedly does not exceed 10 pax. 

Note: Firsily, either way the result is approx ten civilian casualties. Secondly, the security situation 
prevented us from visiting the site North West of SARAB. Thirdly, again the confirmation of the incident 
probably does not derive from eye witnesses, 

2) JUNE 24 FS-H and FS-L accompanied a platoon that was to visit QAL’A-I-RAGH and AWI to 

conduct damage assessment. That would constitute an opportunity to assess rumours about IDP’s in the 
vicinity of settlements mentioned. At the crossing near NYAZI, however, increased ICOM transmissions 
that OMF attack was imminent iri combination with OMF observed near CEMETERY HILL (own eyes) 
made us stay put. An ANA/CF foot patrol was sent toward the green zone. No fire contact ensued. Further 
intrusion into the green zone was aborted. 

At NYAZL south of the crossing near ABDULLAHKHAN, we observed two qala’s that had obviously 
been hit by aerial bombardment, each missing one side of the surrounding gala walls. The security 
situation prevented us from conducting inspections at close range. (Pictures from afar are available). 

3) JUNE 24 FS-H and FS-L had a brief conversation with? . .CHORA who was willing to 
share his experience over the last week _ ~ swho claims.to ve a medically trained professional, 
runs a pharmacy in CHORA and is married to a «..dwife. *teuntends he acted as a medical relief 
worker the first few days of hostilities in CHORA. For unxiuwa reasons he was dismissed by the 
CHORA Health Centre (CHC), at which point he decided to act on his own. He asserts to have been 
medically active for three days, but was not able to present us with facts to substantiate this claim. 

ver did confirm the number of admissions at the CHC on the first day of the fighting as 
42, In auuiuion, ne indicated he had seen over 10 casualties being brought into the CHC that very day. 

What raised our suspicion was his profound interest in the whereabonts of PRT employee ho 
until recently occupied the position of tribal advisor. Additionally, * * “as unable to preses US 
with any substantial details on his medical relief activities during the trst uays of the hostilities. He could 
not elaborate on basic medical treatment and was not aware of commonly used medicine 

4) JUNE 25 at 0800 FS-H and FS-L revisited the CHC, meeting with pharmacist, vern wen, 2 
pending issue of collecting the mobile phone film clip was speedily resolved, althougn un. 

48 hesitant to provide us with it. Upon reassurance that the film would be for strictly- 
limited ISAF use only (to be specific, transcription of audio fragments only to assess crucial details on 
number of casualties and wounded}, - 7 sere nersuaded to hand over his mobile phone. 
The film was retrieved at the OPS RUum ue … and subsequently transported to TK. 
The mobile phone is currently in possession off “ought back to him in a second visit 
around 10H30. 

Supplement L 27-06-°07



Supplement L 

FUNCTIONAL SPECIALIST HEALTH 

5) Initial summary of the audio fragments from the 16 minute mobile phone film clip that was shot t 
Ee __1the first day of hostilities IVO CHORA (JUNE 16). 

A number of patients injured IVO QAL’A-I-RAGH are being interviewed by medical staff while 
under medical treatment in CHC. While they exchange their experience and elaborate on their 
wounds, they indicate to have witnessed OMF assault first, followed by CF aerial attack. Three 
patients explicitly mention this sequence of events. 
They tell the interviewer about their relatives that survived the hostilities and at some instance the 
patients mention exact number of fatalities. 
Based on the account of five adult patients, the number of fatalities can be estimated at 25 
civilians (on the first day IVO QAL’A-I-RAGH). 
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Brief summary visit SARAB JUNE 231230 — JUNE 231930 2007 

The objective of the field trip was to pay a visit to the ANP station in Sarab, to make the first enquiries 

after the hostilities that took place JUNE 16 — JUNE 19 and to find further leads (positive or negative) on 

gross human rights violations (GHRV) that were allegedly committed in SARAB and the immediate 
vicinity. 

In summary the conclusion would be that from a security perspective the situation in Sarab and vicinity is 
relatively stable, be it that north-west of SARAB one gala is said to be still occupied by OMF. Local ANP 

however contended that said qala does not pose any immediate threats. As for the humanitarian aspects 
some traces found in the CHORA Health Center (CHC) were confirmed as having derived from SARAB. 
In addition, a number of killings committed by OMF were confirmed by our ANP counterparts. 

The exchange of views with the ANP was conducted in the main building on the ANP compound. The 
following facts of relevance can be summarized as follows: 

« As for the general security situation it was observed that people were out on the streets, making 

contact with ISAF by waving and smiling. 

mediate vicinity) 
during the fighting had therefore been limited. Hence civilian casualties as a result of ISAF 

intervention are nil, be it that OMF revenge on civilians as a result of ISAF presence in the area 

has caused the death of at least 10 people 

¢ After the ISAF operations OMF had fled from SARAB, save for a small number of OMF that had 
retracted to a qala north-west of SARAB. Security concerns were limited, but still prevented us 
from traveling into that direction 

* As for the humanitarian aspects that came to the fore, the number of patients that have been 
treated in CHC originating from SARAB amor afs te approx 15-20. 

° The wife and brother of ANP commander? are confirmed as murdered by 

OMF and subsequently burnt. Note: these viru we …. for wwe of the five fatalities due to 
burns as registered in CHC. 

¢ The rumor of OMF intruding into a gala, taking the occupant family as hostages and subsequently 
provoking [SAF aerial assault was confirmed by our ANP counterparts. Note: ISAF confirmation 
on the assault TVO SARAB is still required. 

¢ On our way toward SARAB a woman mourning at a fresh grave near SARAB was observed. The 

number of fresh graves at the cemetery was estimated as no more than 5. (Note: the estimation 
was made while driving by, therefore no accurate counting was possible). 

* The rumor concerning 10 people with their throats slit lying in the street that had allegedly been 

observed IVO SARAB, could not be confirmed by our counterparts. According to the latest, more 
accurate account said atrocity was committed [VO CHORA. Further details may be forthcoming 
following additional enquiries in CHORA, 

* Similarly, to date no confirmation has been obtained concerning the rumor of an old man that was 
caught by OMF in CHORA, who was forced to put on a suicide belt containing explosives and 
subsequently detonated. 

» Following the leads obtained over the last few days, and in line with the planning of 1.1, currently 
the intention is to accompany 1.1 today in their patrol to AWI, This will be done to follow-on 

information that a number of IDP’s is said to still reside IVO AWI. Reports to follow. 
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SUMMARY REPORT FS-H AND FS-L ON FIELD VISIT JUNE 21-25 2007 

From JUNE 211200 until JUNE 251730 FS-H and FS-L were on mission IVO CHORA. The objective 
was to assess the actual state of affairs concerning the wounded civilians within the CHORA 
Comprehensive Health Centre (CHORA CHC) and to clarify persistent rumours on human rights 
violations (RY) that were allegedly committed in the period JUNE 16-19 IVO CHORA. 

During the five day mission FS-H and FS-L, accompanied by force protection, were able to visit 

CHORA, SARAB, QAL’A-I-RAGH, NYAZ] and the immediate vicinities of the settlements mentioned. 

Over five days two HF radio message reports were sent out to TK HQ, a third report was drafted upon 
return. The three reports are annexed to this summary report. 

In brief, the following preliminary conclusions can be presented: 

While the exact number of fatalities and wounded civilians is difficult to establish, interviews 
with local population combined with a visit to the CHORA CHC seem to confirm figures that 
were initially presented (30-40 fatalities and approx. 70 wounded civilians). By the time of visit 
to the CHORA CHC all patients had been discharged by JUNE 20, 

Taking into account the obvious caveats (limited mobility to conduct investigation, the likelihood 
that patients may not have reached medical facilities/treatment etc.) these figures are probably not 
precise but they give an estimation based on a visit of the main locations where CF activities were 
executed 

Further enquiries at other, currently less-permissive locations may reveal additional information 
notably on OMF HRV. 

Rumours on human rights violations by OMF are persistent, notably IVO SARAB and QAL’A-I- 
RAGH. People assisting or cooperating with ISAF were likely victims, though personal or tribal 
rivalries may also have taken their toll. While facts are hard to establish, several interviewees 
claim that OMF have killed and subsequently burned at least three civilians. In addition, the case 
of OMF taking at least 10 civilians hostages IVO SARAB that led to their death was confirmed 
by several sources, Other accounts of HRV could not find confirmation by other sources. 

Eye witness accounts from QAL’A-I-RAGH persistently claim that it was OMF that opened 
hostilities first, that provoked CF counteraction. (Source: interviews with patients during their 
treatment JUNE 16, in CHORA CHC). 

Red Crescent TK claims of large amounts of Internally Displaced Persons wandering IVO 
CHORA and SARAB could not be substantiated. 

Witness accounts are evidently difficult to gather as people fear for their lives as soon as ISAF 
tries to contact people. 

Damage assessment conducted was very limited, mainly for security reasons. 

Patient Admission list of CHORA CHC, registered during the first fours days of hostilities, are 
currently being translated 
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Transcripts 16 minutes audio recorded JUNE 16 at CHORA Comprehensive 

Health Center 

This transcript is the translation of a cell phone film of approx 16 minutes made by personnel of the 

medical staff on the first day of the fighting. 

LJ 

Questions posed by medical staff to patient: 

“How is it going?” 

“How many casualties you have at your house?” 

“AU are buried under the debris of our house” 

“Who bombed your house?” 

“The US” 

Other medical staff: “Do these need transport to TK?” 

Second patient indicates he is in pain while the medical doctor touches his injuries. 

Question: “Where is he?” 

“Is he a relative (of the first patient)?” 

“Are there more casualties in his house?” 

“He is not a relative.” 

“Yes, she is the daughter.” 

Question of medical staff: “When did it happen?” 

“Just before sunset, in Qal’a-i-Ragh” 

“Who shot first?” 

“We don't know” 

“Taliban opened fire from the one side, and then the aircraft came in.’ 

“From the other side”, the patient replies. 

“And then he was hit.” 

Medical Staff: “We have to act swiftly, otherwise we loose this one.” 
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. (unintelligible) 

Images of Female Department. 

Images of seriously injured patient lying on the ground. No audio. 

Images of child. 

Question to the child: “Where are you hurt?” 

“She does not know” (Child does not respond, is in shock). 

Image of Male Inpatient Department 

“Chief of the CHORA CHC paid the District Chief as well as the Mayor a visit to confiscate 

cars.” 

“LT also asked the foreigners: why are you doing this to us?” 

“If the driver does not co-operate, he will be arrested.” 

Again images of a child — head in bandages. 

“What's your name?” 

“Walimo” 

“His father is from Qal'a-i-Ragh” 

“His living room collapsed” 

“His name is Mr Toj Mohammed” 

“The five kids of my uncle died. They were bombed.” 

END OF AUDIO — END OF FILM CLIP 

ASSESSMENT: 

« Patients reveal plausible data on number of fatalities and injuries (a number of them 

have also been confirmed via other sources). 

e A number of patients indicate that it was OMF that started hostilities (though it 

remains unclear against whom in particular). 
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What is striking in the film clip is that at two instances patients are directly asked how 
they feel about the treatment in CHORA CHC. The purpose of the question seems to 
be to possibly prevent allegations that medical treatment has not been provided to all 
parties involved. 
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