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Declaration of Intent

between

The Minister of Defence of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

and

The Minister of Defence of the Kingdom of Norway

0fl

the further Enhancement of Bilateral Defence Cooperation
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The Minister of Defence of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the
Minister of Defence of the Kingdom of Norway

(‘onsideti,,g the changin security and detence environment ol’ Etirope and the evolving
2eopolitical context.

( ommiflc’cI to continue and Further enhance our close hilateral defence cooperation as strategie
partners.

No/iiig that NATO is and remains the eornei-stone of our securitv.

Rc’soheclto strengthen European military capabilities and Ëuropean Defence cooperation vhich
will enable tis to take more responsibiIit for our own security. whilst also strengthening NATO.

C’onvinced that European Allies and partners need to improve the etïectiveness and the
efliciencv of their clefi2nce effbrts hv clevelopin ne’. approaches to bi lateral and multinational
defence cool)eration.

ltc’cognising the need to enhance cooperation in capabilitv development in order to achieve
more cost emcient. more availahte and more usable capahilities lr our to countries and lr
the All lance.

Rc’soh’c’tI to expand and l’uither the existing militar cooperation between the armed forces of
the Netherlands and Non av.

1iiniiig to reach a higher level of militan cooperation in order to enstire a higher degree of’
interoperability.

Haring identified a number of areas for closer defence cooperation that will beneflt our ho
countries.

Wish to ftirther enhance the hilateral defence cooperation hetween the Netherlands and Norwav
in order to best secure the common interests of hoib countries in defence—related areas.

Dcclc,rc’ that this Declaration of Intent III serve as a general gtiideline to the Ministries of
Defence and the armed forces. hv listinz. non—exhaustively. the fields in which the enhancement
of cooperation between both cotintries is foreseen.
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Section t Structu re of cooperation

The hilateral cooperation hetween the Netherlands and Nonvay is coordinated and discussed in
the tbl lowin meet mus.

Strateuic Talks
• Ceniposition: NLI) Director of International Atïairs and the NOR Director of International

Securitv Policv and Operations. mmcd hy the NU) I)irector of International Military
Cooperation and the Deputv Chief’ of’ Stafï/Opetations From the Nt)R I)efence Staff.
Additional participants ma) be added as appropriate.

• Meetings: The Strategic Taiks will he held twice a vear. in a flexible working t’ormat and
hosted nu a rotational basis.

• These talks provide the direction tbr and revic of the progress on all vork strands.
• The secietariat of’ the Stt’ateuic laiks is composed of the NLL) and NOR hilatetaf policy

desk offlcers.

National Armaiuents t)irectors Meetini
• (‘omposition: NLt) and NOR National Arinaments Directors.
• Ï\1eetinis: The National Armainents t)irectors Meeting takes place at least once a vear.

Armed fbrces meetinus
• Stafftalks Nl .1) and NOR stafïs of’ Defence.
• Stafl talks NLD and NOR staff’s of the Navy. Arm’ (within the Arm’ Cooperation

In itiative) and Air Force.
• Cross—domain staff’ taiks of the N 1.1) Marine Cot’ps and NOR Ariny.
• Meetings: The dif’ferent StafiTalks take place between once a year and every two years.

Strateiic Mutual Assistance in Research and Technolouv (SMART)
• Composition: NLI) and NOR Directors of Research & Development and the Defince

Research Establishinent (12Fl).

• Meetings: the SMART meeting takes place at least once a year.

In acidition. the Netherlands and Norway also discuss and coordinate theit’ cooperation in
other relevant mtiltilateral meetings. incitiding but not limited to relevant meetings within the
Framework of’NATO. and the Allied Training Conference (GBR. DEU. NLD. NOR and
USA) vhich takes place at least once a year.

Svnergy and coordination between the Formats inentioned in this section is crticial. Theref’ore.
all meeting reports will he shared with the secretariat of the Strategie Talks so that progress
on the hiÏatetal cooperation can be discussed and reviewed on the stratecic level.
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Section 2 Fields for enhaiicernent of the bilateral cooperation

The intent of’ the enhanced DeFenee cooperation het een the Netherlands and Norwa is to
Improve the efl’ectiveness and efikiencv ol’their Policv and Defence Stafl’s and armed Forces.
Fields in hich delnce cooperation rnight he enhaneed may be those listed helow. Flowever.
this list is hv no means exhaustive.

Fields in hich it is desirable to strengthen and/or ptirsue Further cooperation incltide:

a. Training and eercises. incltiding but not limited to the NLD joint arctic and motintain
training in Northern Norwav. the bi—annual exercises (‘old Response and Joint Viking.
to enhance interoperahilitv and to contrihute to credible cleterrence bv NATO:

b. (‘ooperation in missions and operations. in the &ame’ork of’ NATO. the t ]N ad hoc
cmii itions and rotation mechanisms:

c. (‘ooperation within and/or ith NATO. the UN. the Eti. other international
orcanisations and smal Ier multilateral l’ramewoi’ks. stich as the Northern Group. the
Joint Ëxpeditionarv Force (JFF) and the European Intervention Initiative (Fl2).
incltidint consultations v ith the objective ol’deflninii common positions and acting
toether vhencver possihic:

d. Na v. Armv (thmtieh the Armv (‘ooperation lnitiative) and Air Force cooperatlon.
and Space and (‘her:

e. lmpro ing our inteioperabilitv throtigh common capabilit development:
l Research and development in military science and technologv. incitiding developing

and expanding the Strategie Mutual Assistance in Research and Technologv
(SMART):

g. DeFence materiel cooperation. through l’ormulating proposals For Further bilateral
cooperation and col laboration. exchan1in2 inFormation on DeFence Materiel and 1 .i l’e
Cvcle Mana2ement and facilitatin cooperation hetween NLI) and NOR. incltidiiw
respective industries:

h. (‘ooperation on cotintering hybi’id threats. incltidine hut not limited to cyber deFence
cooperation. cooperation on improving our position in the information domain.
cooperation on managing emerging and d isruptive technologies and Foreign direct
in vest m ents:

i. Cooperation regarding “pool and share” of’ train ing l’ac i 1 ities. esec ial lv in regard to
common use of simulators:

j. [)evelopment ol’ cooperation on anv other possible nev flelds of’ common interest.
inciuding but not limited to a continuation ofexchange of’ information and dialogime on
the sub jects ol’ petsonnel. skills. innovation and the total clefi.nce concept.

Section 3 Execution

This I)eclaration of’ Intent ill he subject fordiscussion at the bi—annimal Strategic Falks between
the hc) Ministries of’ Det’ence. The armed forces of hoth countries vil 1 actively look for areas
ot’ common interest For research and capabilit development and support to operations in their
regtilar Sta FFTalks. This could include testing and evaltiation. eqtmipment acquisition and
maintenance. training and edtmcation as well as participation in exercises and operations.
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Section 4 Further arrangements

This updated Declaration of Intent will replace the Letter of Intent of 2002 on the
enhancemeni ofBilateral Defence C’o-operallon; the Declarations of Intent of 2003 and 2011
on the Enhancemeni qfBllaieral Defence Co-operation; and the Amendment of 2015 to the
Declaration of Intent of 201 1.

An overview with information on ongoing and planned defence cooperation made in the
framework of this updated Declaration of intent will be listed in an annex. The annex is a
living and non-exhaustive document, which can be updated when necessary. Updates to the
annex will be agreed upon in writing during the Strategic Talks. The secretariat will provide
Terms of Reference outlining reporting requirements.

Further arrangements on specific fields of bilateral cooperation as mentioned in Section 2,
(which will refer to this Declaration of lntent) can be agreed upon between the Participants.

This Declaration may be amended at any time by mutual written consent by the Participants.
Amendrnents will come into effect upon the date of the latest signature.

This Declaration will remain in effect for an indefinite period of time.

Section 5 Signature

Signed on lH.in two originals, drawn up in the English language, one for each
Participant.

mister of Defence of the / Minister ofefence of the

Kingdom of the Netherlands / Kingdom of Norway
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